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Abbreviations and acronyms

Cooperative Re=arch Centre

Department of Primary Industries, Parks, Water and Environment
Forest Industries Association of Tasmania
Forest Practices Authority

Forest Practices Advisory Council

Forest Practices Officer

forest practicegplan

Forestry Tasmania

geographical information system

Interim Biogeographic Region for Australia
private timber reserve

Regional Forest Agreement

TheForest Practices Act 1985

TheForest Practices Code

State forest

Tasmaniawide vegetation map

Threatened Species Section, DPIPWE

University of Tasmania

Intense rainfall events can erode
streams in the pine plantations o
north-eastern Tasmania. These
were planted before th&orest
Practices Codeas introduced
and so do not include streamside
reserves of native vegetation
which would reduce impact of
the erosion. The Forest Practice:
Authority is working with the
land manager in the area
(Timberlands Pacific) on a
catchment management
approach to reestablish native
vegetation in streamside reserve
(left) and to disperse production
forests in the landscape so as to
stabilise streams anceduce the
large stream flows that can occu
when everaged stands are
harvested.
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The Tasmanian forest practices system

The Forest Practices Authority (FPA) is the
independent statutory body established by
state parliament under th&orest Practices
Act 19850 regulate forest practices in

Tasmania. The forest practices system applies

to forest practices that are undertaken on
both public land (mainly State forest) and
private land.

The Tasmanian forest practices system
operates primarily through the Forest
Prectices Actand the associateBorest
Practices Codd he system also takes account
of other legislation and policies, including the
Tasmanian Regional Forest Agreement 1997.
An adaptive management approach ensures
that new information leads to continuing
improvement of the system.

The system is based on a@gulatory
approach, combining sefhanagement by the
industry and independent monitoring and
enforcement by the FPA. Forest Practices
Officers (FPOs) are employed within the
industry and trained anduthorised by the
FPA to plan, superviseonitor and report on
forest practices. FPA staff provide advice on
regulatory and technical matters, including
the requirement to protect natural and
cultural values. The FPA also monitors forest
practices to ensw that standards are being
met. Corrective action is taken where
required and penalties are imposed for
serious breaches.

The forest practices system aims to foster
cooperation amongst all stakeholders,
including the government, landowners, the
forest indwstry and the broader community.
There is an emphasis on planning, training,
education and continuing improvement.

2012 Page5 of 139

Forest practices, defined by the Forest
Practices Act, are:

e harvesting and regenerating native
forest
harvesting and/or establishing
plantations

e clearing forests for other purposes

e clearing and conversion of threatened
native vegetation

e constructing roads and quarries for
the above purposes

e harvesting treeferns.

The objective of the Tasmanian forest
practices system, as set down in Schedutd
the Forest Practices Act, is to achieve
sustainable management of Crown and
private forests with due care for the
environment in a way that is as far as possible
seltfunding. This is achieved through:

e an emphasis on setbgulation

e planning beforedrest operations

¢ delegated and decentralised
approvals for FPPs and other forest
practices matters

e aForest Practices Codgich
provides practical standards for forest
management, timber harvesting and
other forest operations

e an emphasis on consultatiomd
education

e an emphasis on research, review and
continuing improvement

e the conservation of threatened native
vegetation communities

e provision for the rehabilitation of land
in cases where thBorest Practices
Codeis contravened

e an independent appeal press

¢ the declaration of private timber
reserves; a means by which private
land holders are able to ensure the
security of their forest resources.
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The year in brief

For the year ending 30 June 2012

e Specialists from the Forest Practices Authority progtiddvice on natural and cultural values
in response to 584 notifications (1177 last year) lodged by Forest Practices Officers. The
Ct! Qa &alLSOAlLfAaita FNBIldzSSydte O2fttF 02N GS GAG
universities in order to develop aibe, carry out research and monitoring and other
activities.

e Forest Practices Officers certifi@d9forest practices plang0last year) for native forest
and plantation operations, totallings 901hectares 26 447last year) on public and private
land.

e Forest practices plans were certified &885hectares 898last yeaj of new plantations, of
which178(165last year) hectares were planted on previously cleared landl@idhectares
(233last year) on exative forest sites.

e Atotal 0f937 hectares3472last year) of native forest and plantations were converted to
non-forest use, primarily for agriculture.

e The net effect of clearing and new plantings of forest in Tasmania inc2@Mas an overall
decrease in the total area of forest B$9hectaresduring the year (last year there was a
decrease oR307hectares).

e 703hectares 2369last year) of native forestAwas converted to othe[ uses, re§ulting ina
decrease of 0Ppercent (007f I &G &SI ND Ay GKS FNBI 2F ¢l &Yl
2011c12.

e ¢KS Odzydzt I A @3S RSONBIFaS Ay GKS FINBIF 2F ¢FavYl
151 433 hectares (150 677 last year), or 4.7 per cent (the same as last year).

e The annual assessment conducted by the FPA found that the implementation and
effectiveness of forest practices plans on State forest and on privatertsarthgedby

companies were generally above the nominated standards for the majority of factors being
assessed.

e Six fiine last yearfines totalling $17 000 ($29 OC#st yea) were imposeddr offences
underthe Forest Practices Act 1985

e Two prosecutiongnone last yegdrtotalling $4000 were resolved by the courts for offences
under theForest Practices Act 1985.
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Report of the Chair, Forest Practices
Authority

It is my honour as the Chiaof the Forest Practices Authority to submit this
report on the operations of the FPA in 2@1P. | take this opportunity to
highlight a number of key outcomes as follows.

Forest practices plans

Under s. 4E(1)(b) of the Forest Practiéet the FPA repas that the implementation and
effectiveness of FPPs on State forest and on private land was generally above the hominated
standards for the majority of factors being assessed.

Aspects that were managed to a very high standard indude
e assessment of riaral and cultural heritage values.
Areas requiring improved performance:

¢ road drainage and maintenance, particularly on independent private property
e documentation of reforestation assessments on independent private property
¢ management of environmental wels.

Certificates of compliance

The FPA is pleased to report that the high rate of lodgement of certificates of compliance has been
sustained in 201412. This result has been achieved through ongoing enforcement by the FPA
together with a commendable effotty FPOs and the support of forest managéts rate of

lodgement for independent private property is below the level of reporting achieved in-201The
FPA has responded by issuing notices to the applicant of the forest practices plans requirthg that
outstanding reports are completed. The FPA also reports that a very high rate of compliance was
reported, with only 1.0 per cent of operations requiring further investigation by the FPA. As in
previous years, the standard of compliance by small inddpahoperators was lower than the
standard achieved by the larger forest managers.

Permanent native forest estate

¢KS Ct! NBLER2NIAZ dzyRSNJ aod n/oFlF0 2F GKS C2NBad t
been maintained in accordance with ti@asmanian Government Policy on the Maintenance of a

Permanent Native Forest Estate. The area of native forest as at 30 June 2012 was equivalent to 95.3

per cent of the native forest area that existed in 1996.

The FPA notes that the rate of conversion g substantially in 20X112 due to a downturn in
LEFyGFEaA2yY FOGAGAGE YR FdNIKSNI NBAGNA folick2ya 2y

Self-regulation

A high level of selfegulation has been achieved on State forest and on private lartddfsaibject to
operations undertaken bforestry companies. Overall, a lower standard is achieved by the smaller,
independent operators.
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¢CKS OSNIATAOFIGSa 2F O2YLX Al yOS NBLERNIAa FNBE AYyRSL
annual assessment pgram. The FPA reports that the standard of reporting is high with very few
instances of inaccurate reporting.

Self-funding

In accordance with s. 4E(1)(a) of the Forest Practices Act, the FPA reports that the forest practices
system satisfied the prindi of selffunding in 201%12. This has been achieved throumh

significant reduction in expenditure, which has been necessitated by the substantially lower income
from fees due to the continuing downturn in forestry activity within Tasmania. The FPAfidecn

that it can continue to provide highly professional and effective services despite the reduction in its
operational funding.

The independent regulatory functions of the FPA were funded by the income received under s. 44 of
the Forest Practices AgB85in 2011¢12.

The forest practices system in Tasmania continues to gain recognition nationally and internationally

as an outstanding example of an evidesicé & SRY F RIF LJi A @S NXB3IdzA | §2NEB aea
bestpractice sustainable forest manaigent. On behalf of the board of the FPA, | take this

opportunity to congratulate the Chief Forest Practices Officer, the staff of the FPA, and the

dedicated band oForest Practices Officerwho together ensure that these high standards are

maintained aml continue to improve. also thank my fellow directors for their contribution, in

particular Professor Peter Davies who completed a six year term as a director in December 2011.

Negotiations on future forest policy for Taania continued throughout 20£12 and the FPA
provided advice and made submissions to a number of bodies, including the Independent
Verification Panel under the Tasmanian Iagevernmental Agreement, the Reference Group of
Signatories , the Legislative Council Committee (Review istintpact of the Proposed Transition
out of Public Native FoseManagement and Harvesting in Tasmania) and the Minister for Energy
and Resources.

From these and other discussions the Board of the FPA is firmly of the view that the forest practices
systemis a proven model that can continue to provide an independent and effective form of forest
regulation in Tasmania into the future.

Gordon Duff

Chairman, Board of the Forest Practices Authority

. : e -7 , =< 1 The Board of the FPA
awarded three Forest
Practices Awards in a
ceremony in November 2011
The awards are designed to
recognize excellence in the
forest practices systemh@
winnerswere, from left: Brett
Warren(Excellence in
community relations in
regard to forest practices)
Fred DuncanBxcellence in
advice and services to forest
managers)and John Webb
(Excellence in forest practice
plan preparation)
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Report of the Chief Forest

Practices Officer

The succesgf the forest practices system since its introduction 27 years

ago has beetargely due tats capacityto continuouslyimproveandadapt

to change. It was very pleasing to receive recognitiaiisfsuccesby

/ {LwhZX ! dzad NI t Al QBatiddNStsinblepantieat Gekicsvy G A F A O
of forest practices codes for plantations across all ralisin states and

territories./ { Lwh Q& NBLIR2 NI aKz2ga GKIG ¢FavYlya
meeting the national principles for forest practices related to wood

production in plantations. The repofinds that

The current code and its implementation, together with State legislation, are achieving

environmental care outcomes, i.e. the National Principles, at a high standaraodenis

effective because it is peof a forest practices system that has good governance and a well

developed and effective system of implementation, compliance and continuous

improvement.
a2NB f20rfftes GKS Ct! gl a LXSIFIaSR G2 OStSoNI OGS
forest practices system by conferring awards for excellené®test PracticesOfficers (FPOsBrett
WarrenandJohn Webland (retired) FPABiodiversity Managr Fred Duncan.

The forestry sector continuettd undergo substantial chang@s201%12 in respons to the loss of
markets and orgoing discussions on matters of forest polidhe number of forest practices plans
certified in 20112 was 399, which is less than half of the long term average of 900 plans per year.
The reduced business activity hasutted in a commensurate downsizing across the forestry sector.
The number of activePOfmployed through the public and private sectors has dropped by one
third and the FPA has been required to make a similar reduction in its staffing. We farewelled si
FPAemployeesin 201Xk 12, all of whom have made a highly valued and lasting contribution to the
operation and continuing improvement of the forest practices system.

It is pleasing to note that despitbe loss of many experienced FPOs the FPA commentiaching
course for 15 participants in 2012, ensuring that our resource oftwatied FPOs is renewed and
ready to continue in the critical roles of forest planning, monitoring and compliance into the future.

Other good progress was again made in thgeration and continuing improvement of the forest
practices system. The FPA responded to ddét0requests for scientific and technical advice

relating to399forest practices plans coveriigp 901hectares. Excellent progressentinues to be

made in the areas of research antle developmentof planning toolsThe expertise of the FPA

continues to be widely recognised and sought after at a national and international level. Our role as
a provider of expertise in forest practices, research and regulatasformalised by the Board of

the FPA during the year through the approval of a policy on commercial consulting. This will allow
the FPA to maintain and build its expertise and capacity through new sources of funding. One of the
consulting projects awded to the FPA involves the development of a new forest practices code and
regulatory system for Papua New Guinea.

The results of our independent monitoring program show that very good standards are being

maintained by most forest managerd he currente-structuring of the forestry sector will present

some regulatory challenges as many organisations strive to maintain high standards within the
O2yailiNXAyita 2F NBRAzZOSR FAYIFYOALFf FYyR KdzYly NBa2c
forest practicesystem will successfully respond to these challenges through the expertise,

professionalism and dedication of our FPOs and the staff and directors BPwend with the

continuing goodwill and cooperation of the public and private forest managers.

Graham WilkinsonChief Forest Practices Officer
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1 Independent Regulation Program Report

1.1 Forest Practices Act 1985

There were no amendments to thHeorest Practices Act 1985201112.

1.2 Forest Practices Code

TheForest Practices Cogeovides a sebf guidelines and standards to ensure protection of the
natural and cultural values of the forest. The guidelines and standards Fotlest Practices Code
cover:

e building access into the forest (roads, bridges, quarries etc.)

e harvesting of timber

e consevation of natural and cultural values (soil and water, geomorphology, visual
landscape, botany, zoology and cultural heritage)

e establishing and maintaining forests.

The Forest Practices Authority (FPA) developedtirest Practices Cotlerough extensive

consultation and public comment. It is reviewed periodically, incorporatmmgovements suggested

by scientists, government, the forestry industry and the public. The code is legally enforceable under
the Forest Practices Act for both public and privitests. The code can be purchased from some
Service Tasmania outlets or downloaded from B website

The current edition has been in force since 2000. No changes were madeRortwt Pactices
Codein 201X12 due to suspension of a review of tbede (see section 1.5.2 below). However, the
various planning tools that support the code have been subject to ongoing review and revision as
required, including reviews of:
e the guidelines fominimising the risk of smoke concentrations near populated centres
arising from burns conducted by forest managers
e the interim management guidelines for the threatened swift parrot
e the management guidelines for road batters in erodible soils
e the Threatend Fauna Adviser, which is an expeased planning tool for delivering
management prescriptions for forest areas that contadatitat for threatenedfauna

1.3 Forest practices plans

Forest practices plans (FPPs) are required for all forest practicesbtio and private land, other

than for exemptions prescribed in the Forest Practices Regulations 2007 which are available from
the Tasmanian Legislatiomebsite The publicatiorA guide to planning approvals for forestry in
Tasmanigavailableon theC t 'w@liite) provides further information on the regulations and the
process of preparing an FPP.

FPPs must be prepared in accordance withRFheest Practices Codad must be certified by a
Forest Practices Officer (FPO) before work starts. Applicants for FPPs must notify their immediate
neighbours and local government before operations begin.

FPPs provide details of the operation area, boundaries, roads, snig tracks, landings, bridges, strea
and forest areas retained for conservation purposes. They also include prescriptions for protection
of natural and cultural values, planned harvest systems, and reforestation.

During the preparation of the FPP, FPOs are required to identify naturadindal values. They
must contact the FPA specialists about special management requirements. The FPA specialists will
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provide advice based on regulatory requirements and the results of research and monitoring. This
will frequently involve liaison with otér experts. Th advice received may result in tp&n being
refused orrestrictions, such as harvesting being modified or areas being reserved for conservation
reasons.

The activity outlined in the FPP may also need approval from local government,iretegader the
planning scheme and if the land is not a private timber reserve (PTR) or State forest. The local
council may impose additional conditions on the proposed operations.

1.3.1 Details of forest practices plans certified in 20117 12

Table 1.3.1  Number of forest practices plans certified in 20412 by type and certifying FPO
for private property (PP) and public land (PL)

Certifying Quarry Roading Harvesting plans (including Refaestation Total %
Forest plans plans reforestation where plans on
Practices appropriate) cleared land
Officer
Native Plantations
forest

PP PL PP PL PP PL PP PL PP PL

Consultants 0 0 15 12 29 4 34 4 0 0 98 246
Forest 1 0 8 3 14 0 44 14 0 0 84 21.1
companies

Forestry 0 1 0 80 0 42 3 88 0 0 214 53.6
Tasmania

Private 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 3 0.7
Forests

Tasmania

FPA 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Total 1 1 23 95 43 46 84 106 0 0 399

% 0.2 0.2 58 23.8 10.8 115 21.1 26.6 0 0

1 public land includes State forest

The FPANd Forestry
Tasmania ran a Forest
Practices Supervisors
course in October 2011.
Forest Supervisors are
responsible for ensuring
that forest practices plans
are implemented correctly
on the ground. Here, the
participants learn from
0KS Cct! Qais{ S
in the Earth Science
Program.
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Table 1.3.2  Native forests: area (hectares) of opations covered by forest practices plans
certified in 201X12 by harvesting method, future land use and tendre

Clearfelling followed by:

Partial .
Ioggind Regenerqtion by Plantation Non-forest Tota’
seeding R Pine land usé
Public land 2330 2956 3 0 90 5379
Private land 1209 120 70 34 455 1888
Total 3539 3076 73 34 545 7267

* Note that the areas itable 1.3.2 may vary from those reported in Appendix 4. Table 1.3.2 gilaarsed areas iforest
practices plans certified in 20812 whereas theareasreported in Appendix 4re progressively adjusted for actual areas as
reported through variations to the plans and through final compliance reports.

! thinning, retention of advanced growth, seedtrees, or shelterwood, group or singesetection

2 clearing, primarily for agriculture and infrastructure, including roads

®losses resulting from dam works permits issued undeireer Management Act 199@+1.8ha in 201%12) are not included in
this table

“Public land includes State fate

Table 1.3.3  Plantations: area (hectares) of operations covered by forest practices plans
certified in 201%12 by harvesting method, future land use and tenure

Existing plantations

. New
Clearfelling followedby: plantations on Total
Thinning cleared land
Plantation Native forest Norru;oerest
Public land 3220 2109 77 39 1 5446
Private land 1033 1582 85 311 177 3188
Total 4253 3691 162 350 178 8634

!Largely from native stream side reservesegtablished in pine plantations which were aslished prior to thd=orest Practices
Code

2public land includes State forest

tKS Ct! Qa
Compliance, (left)
carrying out an
assessment of a
forest practiceplan
to evaluate
performance against
the requirements of
the Forest Practices
Act 1985and the
Forest Practices
Code
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Figure 1.3.1 Area of forest by various treatments from 20Q2012

1.3.2 Harvesting of treeferns

The harvesting of treefern®{cksonia antarctices strictly regulated in Tasmania and must be
conducted in accordance with a management plan approved by the governments of Tasmania and
Australia. A revised management plan became effective on 25 July 2007.

All treeferns must have tags issued by the BRiXed to their stems prior to removal from a
harvesting area. These tags must remain on the stems at all times to ensure that the origin of
treeferns can be tracked to approved harvesting ar@d&e majority of treeferns harvested in
Tasmania are expartl to national marketsTable 1.3.4 provides details on the harvesting of
treeferns in 201Q11 and 201¢12. Revenue from the sale of treefern tags (see section 4 of this
report) is used to fund regulatory activities and research into the longer term sasitity of
treefern harvestingln July 2011he Forest Practices Regulations 2@&re amended to allow for
two categories of treefern stem lengths (below 30 cm and above 30 cm).

Table 1.3.4  The number of forest practices plans certifieghich includedtreefern harvesting
prescriptions

Region Number of FPPs certified including treefern Number of treefern tags issued
harvesting prescription

Financial Year 2010z11 2011c12 201011 201112

Total 29 20 10 729 22177

Made up of 8720 tags issued foests less than 30 cm and 137issued for stemgreater than 30 cm

The FPA completed an audit of commercial retailers selling treeferns to determine their level of
awareness of the regulations and compliance with treefern tagging requirements. The asdit wa
carried out in 201611, covering a total of 125 retailers. Using a combination of phone interviews

and nursery inspections, 18 in total, the FPA determined that there was a high level of awareness
and compliance with the legislation. Specifically letaiwere aware that treeferns must be

sourced from approved harvesting areas and a tag attached. Of the nursery inspections, a very small
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number of treeferns, 10 in total, were found without a tag attached. In this instance it was
considered that this réécted a loss of the tag in transit or handling.

1.4 Three-year plans

The Forest Practices Act provides for lodgement with the FPA of-jleaeplans for operations

showing the location of each operation, the volume to be harvested and the cartingsrtutee

used. Such plans are required from companies that have harvested, or caused to be harvested, more
than 100 000 tonnes of timber in the preceding year. Summaries of the plans are sent to relevant
local government authorities as a basis for conswdtabn the location of planned harvesting.

The FPA convenes a working group of representatives of local government and industry, which
annually reviews the protocols for threeear plans, including the manner in which plans are
prepared and briefings prosded to local government.

Plans were prepared and submitted this year in accordance with the prot@smlept for Forestry
Tasmania which was unable to submit plans due to the ongoing IGA process affecting final wood
flow projections. At the time of thiseport being comped Forestry Tasmania was still unable to
submit a three year plan.

1.5 Statutory reports

1.5.1 State of the forests Tasmania report

[KS Ct! A& NBIJJdANBR dzyRSNJ a® n% 2F (KS C2NBAi
the state of the forests. The FPA, in collaboration with other governmental agencies, compiles a
report on the sustainability indicators that have been agreed between the Tasmanian and Australian
governments under the Montreal Process Criteria and Indicat@si&vork. This report forms the

basis of the state of the forests Tasmania repdte latest report was completed in 2012 and

covers the period 20GZ11. The report and the illustrated bookletill be available fromtheCt ! Qa
websitein November 2012

1.5.2 Forest practices report

The FPA is required under4A of the Forest Practices Act to review the operation of the forest
practices system, including the provisions and operatioheforest Practices Codand to provide
a report every five years.

The report undes. ZA for the five year period to November 2012 is as follows.

e General review of thd-orest Practices CodeA review of theeode was initiated by the FPA

in 2007. Aseaported in 200910, the FPA formally suspended the review of Rogest
Practices Codia April 2010 whilst it sought clarification from the government on matters of
future forest policy, which include:

e o0bjectives for the management of biodiversity withorests

e the type and intensity of silvicultural regimes applied to native forests

e the management of smoke from planned burns

e the impact of plantations on water catchments

¢ public engagement in forest policy and planning.

These matters form part of the ovaghing policy framework under which the forest
practices system must operate. They have important social, economic and environmental
implications that belong within the realm of broader governmental legislation and policy.
The FPA is of the view that fughdevelopment and clarification of policy are needed before
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these matters can be expressed in the form of operational guidelines in a réwsest
Practices Cod® best serve the future. The FPA hopes that the review and revision of the
code can beesumed once the higher level policy directions from government are clearer

e Monitoring and enforcement proceduresThe Forest Practices Authority undertook a
review of its monitoring and investigation protocols and the revised protocols were
published orits websitein October 2010.

e Policy on the release of information iforest practices plas. The FPA completed a review
of its policy in August 2010 to bring it in line with the requirements of the Right to
Information Act2009 The revised policy is available fromthe | Qa .6 S0 &A G S

¢ Procedures for managing tleatened species under the forest practices systeihe
procedures were reviewed and revised by the FPA and DPIPWE in April 2010 and are
publishedontheCt | Q& .6So0aA il s

e Management prescriptions for threatened specie$he FPA and the Threatened Species
Section of DPIPWH consultation with external scientistsave revised and updated the
managemenprescriptionscontained within theThreaened Fauna Adws (TFA). The TFA is
a decisiortool that forms part of the~orest Practices Codead it provides endorsed
management prescriptions for incorporation into forest practices pldhe. revised TFA has
been submitted to the Forest Practicedwvsory Council and to the Scientific Advisory
Council for review.

e Review of the biodiversity provisions of theéorest Practices Codél'he FPA in consultation
with the Forest Practices Advisory Council has reviewed the report on the biodiversity
provisiors of theForest Practices Code& 'y AYRSLISYRSYy (0 SELISNI LI y ¢
is available fromth€t | Q&4 .6S6aAGS

e Revision of the cultural heritage guidelines for wood production forestheFPA
completed a revision of the cultural heritage guidelines following extensive consultation
within the forestry sector. The revised guiides are availableonthét | Qa4 .6So6aA G S

e Reforestation on private land The FPA undertook a majtreimatic audit of reforestation
on privae land and the results are reported in its 2@1@ annual report In summary the
FPA found that adequate levels of reforestation are generally being achieved on private land
after harvesting operations. However, the documentation and reporting of stodéuads
needs to be improved and followp actions need to be undertaken where stocking levels
are marginalThe study verified that the reporting of regeneration Bgrest Practices
Officersthrough the compliance reporting mechanisms required for allpasuunder the
Forest Practices Act is a reliable means of reporting on regeneration suddessesults of
GKS Ct! Qa A Yy RSLIS yorS§afian fof thep&iad200291M are ¥ NI
summarised ifigure1.5.1below.
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! TheForest Practices Cogleescribes that a minimum of §@er centof each coupe should achieve the full stocking standard.

¢ Smoke Management Syste In 2007 the FPA, in consultation with the EPA and the forestry
sector and Parks and Wildlife Service, developedlantaryCoordinated Smoke
Management System (CSMS) to regulate the emission of smoke from planned Bhens.
CSMS provides:

0 guidelinesfor improved planning for smoke dispersal using data and models
developed by the Bureau of Meteorology

0 coordination of planned burns to minimise the risk of high concentrations okemo
within individual air shedg this means that restrictions are imposed required to
ban or limit the number of burns on days when weather forecasts predict poor
smoke dispersal

0 improved training and accreditation of personnel involved ia panning and
conduct of burns.

The CSMS has been reviewed and revised followsrnigjglementation in 2008, 2009, 2010
and 2011 &nd the reports are availableonti@t | Q& )6 So6aA (S

¢ Review of training in forest practicesIn 2010 the FPA commissionedeaiew of technical
training related to forest practicessee section 2.4.4 of this report.

In addition to the above reviews by the FPA, the Australian government commissioned the
Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIROgttakme review of the
codes of practice for plantations across all Australian states and territories. The review was
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completed in 2012 and it is expected to be released after consideration by the Australian
D2OSNYyYSyilo ¢ KS NXB O Arésppragtidgedzystemiisia ledder dvithi Xustséllal Q &
and the only jurisdiction that consistently meets the criteria under the national standards for
plantations.

1.6 Private timber reserves

Private timber reserves (PTRs) were createthbyTasmanian &liament in 1985 to enable
landowners to have their land dedicated for letegm forest management. The legislation provides
that forestry activities on the land are subject to a single, consistent, state system of planning

and regulation through the Fosé Practices Act, rather than to variable systems that may be applied
under different planning schemes through thend Use Planning and Approvals Act 1993R
applications during 20X112 are summarised below.

Table 1.6.1  Number and area of private timbereserves, 201412 and progressive total

1 July 201¢ Progressive Total to

30 June 2012 30 June 2012*
Applications approved by Forest Practices Authority 10 2129
Private timber reserves revoked 15 221
Total net area gazetted (hectares) 5262 475 321

*The progressive total contains adjustments to figures in previous periods. Progressive totals are adjusted primarily because
original applications to declare areas as PTRs have in some cases been followed in later years by an application td mvoke pa
all of the area declared as a PTR.

The rate of approval of PTRs has continued to fall whilst the rate of revocations has risen as a result
of landowners deciding to convert plantation land back to agricultural use and place some areas of
native forest under conservation covenants. In 2@12 the number of revocations exceeded the
number of new approvals for the first time since PTRs were introduced in 1985.

Forest Practices Offic&evin Williams of
NorskeSkog maps a 6 +deep sinkhole in a
plantation site which has just been
harvested. The sinkholes are being
monitored to check whether increased soi
wetness after tree harvest reactivates
sinkhole collapse. This sinkhole is one of
over twenty which are roughly in line and
probably represent the surface expressior
of an underground stream. The land arout
the sinkholes will be revegetated with
native vegetation and will become an
informal reserve.
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1.7 Monitoring of compliance

1.7.1 General

Monitoring of compliance is carried out at thremv/els under the forest practices system:

1. Routine monitoring of operations by Forest Practices Officers employed by forest managers.
This level of monitoring is often undertaken as part of formal environmental management
systems and forest certification, vudh also involve third party audits.

2. Formal reporting on compliance under s. 25A of the Forest Practices Act (see section 1.7.2
below). This is required for all FPPs and is done by qualified forest practices officers.

3. Independent monitoring of a represertae sample of FPPs in accordance sitde(1)(b) of
the Forest Practices Act (see section 1.7.3 below). This is performed annually by the FPA.

¢tKS Ct! Qa Y2yAG2NRAYy3d YR aasSaaySyid LINRG202ta |y
foundontheCt | Q& .6So0aAris

1.7.2 Certification of compliance

TheForest Practices Act 198&quires a certificate of compliance to be lodged with BfeA within

30 days of the completion of operations prescribed within an FPP. These certificates must be
completed by an FPO and lodged by the person who applied for the plan. The FPA requires these
certificates to provide statements within one of the follimg categories:

e FPP fully complied wit§this means that all provisions of the plan were fully complied with.
e FPP not fully complied with:
o No further action required,generally the operation was changed in a manner that
did not result in any long terranvironmental harm; e.g. the stocking standard in a
plantation was below the target specified in the FPP, but still adequate to meet
stocking standards.
0 Matter resolved through corrective actiaqgenerally the FPO undertaking the final
compliance check lsadetected norcompliance and has issued a notice under the
Forest Practices Act to require corrective action to ensure compliance with the plan,
e.g. improved regeneration treatments or stabilising disused access tracks. Follow
up monitoring is undertake by the FPO and a final report provided to the FPA.
o Further investigation requiredgenerally a norcompliance issue has occurred that
requires further investigation and action by the FPA, e.g. environmental harm has
occurred or a required corrective agti has not been undertaken.

Where compliance reports are not lodged on time, the FPA issues the applicant of the plan with a
notice unders. 41 of the Act to require the lodgement of the report. Failure to comply with a notice
under the Act can result itthe FPA undertaking compliance checks at a cost to the applicant or legal
LIN2 OSSRAYy 3Iasz 02y avksigatdyand ehfordeentiplfo®coi®d darthé
downloaded from theEPA) &ebsite.
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Table 1.7.1  Certificates of compliance due for lodgement with the FPA as at 30 June 2012

Compliance (for certificates lodged)

Applicant Certificates Certificates Not fully complied with
pp due lodged Fully complied
with e fu_rther Corrective action . Fur'ther.
action Investlgatlon
: el 331  100% 288  87% 43  13% 0 0% 0 0%
Forestry Tasmania
S 280 280  100% 239  85% 39 14% 0 0% 2 1%
*
AR 89 39 44% 29  74% 8 21% 0 0% 2 5%
s HEy 10 10 100% 7 70% 2 20% 0 0% 0 0%
TTlSEENES 36 36 100% 32  89% 4 1% O 0% 0 0%
Gl STy 16 3 19% 3 100% O 0% 0 0% 0 0%
SFM
11 10 91% 10  100% 0 0% 0 0% 0 0%
ey @ovis oy 1 1 100% 1 100% O 0% 0 0% 0 0%
Sl e e 196 125 64% 93  75% 26 21% 2 2% 4 3%
private property
Total
970 835 86% 702  84% 122  15% 2 0% 8 1%

* Forest Enterprises Australia Ltd (Subject to Deed of Company Arrangement)(Receivers & Managers Appointed).
FF DNBIFG {2dziKSNyQa FaasSda NS o0SAy3 fAljdzARFGISR®

Note: A number of foestry companies are under Administration/Receivers and the FPA is not able to pursue the former
companies for the notodgment of certificates.

The FPA is pleased to report that the high rate of lodgement of certificates of compliance has been
sustained h 2011 12. This result has been achieved through ongoing enforcement by the FPA
together with a commendable effort by FPOs and the support of forest managers. The rate of
lodgement for independent private property is below the level of reporting achieved2010611.

The FPA has responded by issuing naotices to the applicant of the forest practices plans requiring
that the outstanding reports are completed. The FPA also reports that a very high rate of
compliance was reported, with only 1.0 per cent of opeias requiring further investigation by

the FPA. As in previous years, the standard of compliance by small independent operators was
lower than the standard achieved by the larger forest managers.

1.7.3 Independent assessment of forest practices plans

Theannual assessment program is the means by which the FPA meets its statutory obligations under
s. Z£(1)(b) of the Forest Practices Act which states that the FPA must, at least once each financial
& S labkEss e implementation and effectiveness of a samiplorest practices pladsQ

To this end, the FPA conducts systematic assessments of FPPs to valuate performance against the
requirements of the Forest Practices Act and Bweest Practices Code
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The annual assessment program has been developed iwitheéhe Australian Standard AS/NZS ISO
19011:2003Guidelines for quality and/or environmental management systems audltigme with
ISO 19011, the annual assessment program is periodically reviewed to identify areas of
improvement, which are then iff SY Sy (i SR WonitoKn§ an@ asseSsinent protocaisn be
viewedontheCt ! Qa .6So0aAds

The formal assessment process is based andom sample of certified FPPs selected from the
Ct! Qa Ctt RI 12 askedsthant ptofr&n fecusedhon certified FPPs at various stages of
completion in the three years prior to 1 July 2011.

The assessment program assessed 55 FPPs, covering:

¢ all aspects of forest planning and operational practices, as defined under the Forest
Practices Act

e arepresentative sample of FPPs undertaken by companies and agencies, and individual
forest owners or managers

e FPPgrepared by a range of FPOs who have cedifians during the nominated period. A
total of 26 certifying FPOs were assessed during the program.

Assessments determine the quality of planning anejoound operational outcomes against
prescriptions within each FPP and therest Practices Code

The2011c¢12 assessments were based on questions concerning 11 categories covering 139
standardsdefined in theForest Practices Code

Assessment was based on a performance rating §é&ppendix 3). Thetate-wide performance
rating is determined as the weigtd mean of the total sample. This score provides a measure of
performance against the standards set by the FPA.

The FPA has set a performance rating score of three as the minimum target that represents sound
practice and acceptable minimal operationalrsards required to meet the objectives of the Forest
Practices Act and theorest Practices CodEhe highest achievable score is four, while a score below
three indicates practices requiring improvement.

Potential breaches of the Forest Practices Act antiie Forest Practices Cod#entified through
the assessment program are independently investigated by the FPA and subject to enforcement
actions as detailed in section 1.9.

Four assessors werssed during the 201d12 program:

e aNJ aAr O]l { OK 3 &dmflianeseManaied ha€ 15!y&ars of experience in forestry
and is a registeretleadAuditor Environmental Management Systems with RABQSA
Internationat. Mr Schofield had primary responsibility for ensuring the efficient and
effective conduct and conclusi of the annual program, in accordance with the assessment
scope and plan as defined under protocols and instructions.
e ad W2 CASftRZI GKS Ct!Qa C2NBad tNIOGAOSE ! ROA
e aNJ ¢2ye& hQalffSe& Aa nsufantwghRel3d yeaSofekperfeictliB a (1 NB
forestry and forest assessment in Tasmania.
e Mr David Tucker is an independent forestry consultant with over 40 years of experience in
forestry and forest assessment in Tasmania.

The Chief Forest Practices Offic8raham Wilkinson, has overall responsibility for the assessment
program. Mr Wilkinson is a registerégadAuditor Environmental Management Systeorgler the
RABQSA scheme with over 35 years of national and international experience in forest management,
research and regulation.

! RABQSA provides internationally recognised certification for managesystem auditors.
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1.7.31 Summary of the results

The 20112 assessment program found that forest planning and operational practices for all
categories across all tenures generally met or exceeded the minimum performance rating of three
(sound). An exception was reforestation on independent private property.

A summary of the various facets of forest operations assessed is provided in Table 1.7.2. Summaries
of the program outcomes are calculated as the weighted mean of the performance rating withi

each category and are provided in Figure 1.7.1 (mean performance rating for all assessments by
category) and Figure 1.7.2 (mean performance rating for all assessments by category and tenure).

Table 1.7.2  Coverage of the 20112 full assessments

Stateforest Industrial forest Independent forest Total
companies owners and Crown
land other than State
forest
No. of assessments 17 21 17 55
No. of certifying 8 13 8 26
FPOs assessed
Operation
Roading 10 5 5 20
Harvesting 15 21 17 53
Reforestatbn 13 19 13 45
Quarry 1 0 0 1
Forest type
Softwood 0 10 2 12
plantation
Hardwood 4 10 1 15
plantation
Native forestq 8 1 6 15
clearfelled
Native forestg 3 3 8 14
partial logging
Harvesting
Conventional 15 20 17 52
Cable 0 1 0 1
Reforeshtion
Softwood 0 8 2 10
plantation
Hardwood 4 10 3 17
plantation
Native forest 9 4 9 22
Conversiorg non- 0 0 6 6
forest

! Some FPOs are assessed in more than one category
“reforestation is assessed in more than one category, including reforestafiriparian zones in plantation.
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Figure 1.7.2 Mean performance rating for all assessments by category and tenure, 2021
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Individual performance ratings by tenure

A total of 2974 individual forest planning and operational questions were assessed across 55 FPPs.
An analysis of the performance rating for each question by tenure (Table 1.7.3) indicates that, on
average, 91 per cent of operations received a score of thresbove:

s 94.3 per cent on State forests
e 91.5 per cent for industrial forest companies
e 87.5 per cent for independent forest owners on private property (PP).

Table 1.7.4 provides a summary of results for operations by the various applicants that were
included in the random sample of FPPs in 20112l

Table 1.7.3  Percentage of performance rating recorded for all individual questions scored for
each operation by tenure

Tenure/rating 1(Un 2(Lessthan  3(Sound) 3.5(Above 4 (High)
acceptable) sound) sound)
State forest 0.0% 5.7% 9.5% 3.1% 81.7%
Industrial (private) 0.4% 8.1% 12.4% 3.8% 75.3%
Independent (private) 2.0% 10.5% 28.7% 19.9% 38.9%

Table 1.7.4  Percentage of performance rating recorded for all individual questions scored for
each operation byapplicant (plans in brackets)

Applicant/rating 1(Un 2(Lessthan  3(Sound) 3.5(Above 4 (High)
acceptable) sound) sound)
FEA* (2) 0.0% 18.1% 34.8% 3.6% 43.5%
Forestry Tasmani@l7) 0.0% 5.7% 9.5% 3.1% 81.7%
Gunns (11) 0.6% 8.9% 15.1% 3.8% 71.5%
Norske Skog (3) 0.6% 3.3% 0.6% 1.7% 93.9%
Timberlands (5) 0.0% 4.4% 2.5% 5.5% 87.6%
Independent (17) 2.0% 10.5% 28.7% 19.9% 38.9%

*FEA LTD (Subject to Deed of Company Arrangement) (Receivers and Managers Appointed)
1.7.3.2 Comments on standards achieved

Under s. 4E(1)(b) of the Forest Practickst, the FPA reports that the implementation and
effectiveness of FPPs on State forest and on private land was generally above the nominated
standards for the majority of factors being assessed. As in previous yd@rperformance on
independent private property was of a relatively lower standard, as a consequence of the lower
level of supervision of operations compared to that on State forest and land managed by forest
companies.
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Aspects that were managed to a wehigh standard include:
e assessment of natural and cultural heritage values.
Areas requiring improved performance:

e road drainage and maintenance, particularly on independent private property
e documentation of reforestation assessments on independent priggiroperty
e management of environmental weeds.

1.8 Monitoring of the permanent native forest estate

The FPA is required to implement and report on the maintenance of the permanent native forest
estate unders. 4C of the Act. Appendix 4 provides detailshaf policy and the data for all of the
F2NBaG O2YYdzyAliASa 6AGKAY ¢l aAYFYAlFIQa 0A2NBIA2YyAEd

e The rate of conversion slowed in 2@IP. A total of 703 hectares of native forest was
converted to other vegetation types (mainly for agricultural land use) compar@369 ha
in 201@;11. The areas of highest native forest conversion were in the Ben Lomond (277 ha)
and Woolnorth (273 ha) bioregions.

¢ Overall, the reduction in the native forest estate over the period 12942 amounts to
approximately 151 433 ha (4.7 pegnt of the estimated 1996 native forest estate) as a
result of conversion, mainly for plantation or agriculture. The proportion of native forest
conversion by bioregion (based on 2002 figures) varies from 11.2 per cent (Woolnorth
Bioregion) to 0.2 per c¢# (Furneaux Bioregion)see Table 1.8.1.

e Approximately 10 hectares of threatened forest communities were converted inA@11

e The Permanent Native Forest Estate Policy originally set a bioregional threshold for all
communities to be maintained at nods than 50 per cent retention of the 1996 area.
Concern raised by the FPA about a concentration of conversion in a number of communities
resulted in the government amending the policy to increase this threshold to 75 per cent in
December 2009. Table 1.8&Bows that 11 communities are below the 75 per cent threshold
as a result of conversion activity prior to 2009.

e Since 1997, most conversion has been for plantation establishment, followed by clearing for
agriculture, then clearing for infrastructure andislivisions. The certification of FPPs for
conversion of native forest to plantation virtually ceased on State forest in 2007. Conversion
on private land slowed in the later part of 2G1P2 due to a substantial downturn in the rate
of plantation developmenbecause of financial difficulties experienced by most of the major
plantation developers.

e ThePermanent Native Forest Estate Poktgtes that broaescale conversion must end by
January 2015 or when the 95 per cent statile threshold is reached (whiefaer is the
earlier).

¢ Areview of the extent of native vegetation on King Island was complet2@lieg11 in
conjunction with DPIPWE (the TASVEG project). The review concluded that the 30 per cent
threshold under thePermanent Native Forest Estate Poliad been reached and that under
the policy no further clearance of native vegetation should be permitted on the island.
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Table 1.8.1  Loss of native forest in Tasmania and Tasmanian bioregions, relative to the 1996
estimated extent (as revised in the 20(&ate of the Forest Repodataset)

Bioregion 201011 2011c12
Total % decrease of native fores Total % decrease of native forest
since 1996 (at 30/06/11) since 1996 (at 30/06/12)
Woolnorth 111 11.2
Ben Lomond 8.8 8.9
5Q9Yy G NBOL 5.2 5.2
CentralHighlands 4.5 4.5
Midlands 3.4 3.4
Freycinet 2.6 2.6
West Southwest 0.7 0.7
Furneaux 0.2 0.2
State total 4.7 4.7

Table 1.8.2 The number of forest communities with a reduction in bioregional area of more
than 10 per cent relative to their 1996 estiated extent (based on the 2003tate of the Forests
TasmaniaReportdataset)

(Some communities identified in Appendix 4 as having losses of unrealistic magnitudes, because of significant inactueat®&6in
mapping, have been excluded from this tabple.

Bioregion Number of communities Number of communities with substantial reduction in area
since 1996
Total Total
>10% >25%
Woolnorth 35 12 1
Ben Lomond 29 10 6
5Q9yiNBOI 30 2 0
Central Highlands 33 4 3
Midlands 33 6 0
Freycinet 22 2 1
WestSouthwest 28 1 0
Furneaux 6 0 0
State total 37 11
¢tKS Ct! NB LJ2 NIl & = dZ)/RSNJ ad® n/oFlL0 2F GKS C2NBaid t

has been maintained in accordance with the Tasmanian Government Policy on the Maintenance of
a Permarmnt Native Forest Estate. The area of native forest as at 30 June 2012 was equivalent to
95.3 per cent of the native forest area that existed in 1996.

The FPA notes that the rate of conversion declined in 20114 due to a downturn in plantation
activityay R NBAUNROUA2Yya 2y O2y OSNAA Dylicydzy RENI GKS ¢ ay
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1.9 Enforcement

1.9.1 Investigations

The FPA investigates all complaints relating to alleged breaches of the Forest Practices Act and the
Forest Practices Codavestigations are uradtaken directly by FPA compliance staff, with

assistance of FPA specialists when required, or by FPOs. Reports and recommendations are reviewed
08 KS /CthX YR ¢6KSY I LILINE LINR I (iSesogationiakdS . 2 I NR
enforcement protocolsinvestigations may also be undertaken inogration with other

government agencies.

Formal legal actions arising as a cansence of serious breaches identified during investigations are
undertaken in consultation with Tasmania Police.

The FPA dealt with 124 investigations in 212, 62 of which were new and 62 were commenaed
a previous yearOf the new investigations, Mere conducted in State forest, two on company
freehold and 48 on independent private property.

Ninety two investigations were finalised. Investigations with confirmed breaches related to
operating without a plan (20); streamside reserves (six); naamdlcultural values (11); and FPP
prescriptions and thé&orest Practices Co23). In the remaining 25 investigations, no breaches of
the Act or theForest Practices Cogeere found to have occurred. Outcomes of finalised
investigations are detailed in Bl 1.9.1.

Table 1.9.1  Outcomes of completed investigations

Outcome 2010z11 2011c12*
No breach 48 28% 25 20%
Minor breach, no serious environmental harm 12 7% 13 10%

Notice issued to require corrective action or formal

warning given el Lo e ELe
Penalty imposed 9 5% 6 5%
Matters resolved by the courts 0 0 2 2%
Apparent bregch but insgfficient evidence or out of tin 5 3% 7 6%
to proceed with legal action

Total completed investigations 101 59% 92 74%
Investigations in progress 71 41% 32 26%
Total investigations (completed and in progress) 172 124

*includes matters reported in previous years
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1.9.2 Notices and prosecutions

The forest practices system is designed to achieve high environmental standards, with an emphasis
on planning, traimg and education. Where issues arise, the FPA prefers that they are dealt with
through early detection and corrective action. Corrective action may involve remedial action, as well
as reviewing and improving systems to ensure that similar issues doisetiathe future.

Education is considered critical in ensuring that individuals, companies and agencies understand
their responsibilities under the Forest Practices Act, as well as having the capacity to meet their duty
of care obligations. Consequentiyhere issues arise through a lack of knowledge, the FPA prefers to
address the issue by educating the responsible person to prevent similar issues arising in the future.

Where issues arise that generally reflect inadequate systems or insufficient camegases of
repeat offences, penalties are appropriate to reinforce the due diligence that all parties must apply
when undertaking activities identified under the Forest Practices Act.

Legal enforcement may hendertaken in several ways:

¢ FPOs may give Jmal or written notification (under $41(1)) in order to inform persons that
they must comply with the Forest Practices Act or an FPP. Where this notice is not complied
with, an FPO may issue a second notice in writing (under s. 41(2)) to direct the fmerson
cease operations and carry out any work required to ameliorate any damage incurred as a
result of the breach. Failure to comply with a4(2) notice is considered a breach under
the Forest Practices Act and can lead to prosecution.

e The FPA may prosete (lay a complaintjor failure to have operations covered by an FPP (s.
17), for failing to comply with an FPP (s. 21) or for failing to lodge a certificate of compliance
(s. 25A).

e The FPA may impose fines as an alternative to prosecution (s. 47B).

Tade 3.1.1 Legal enforcement 200508 to 20112
200708 200809 200%10 201011 201112

Formal notices issued by FPC 19 23 21 15 8
Fines imposed 7 5 9 9 7
Complaints laid 1 0 2 2 2

* Refers to written notices and does not include verbal notices @ctions given by a FPO underdl of the Forest Practices Act.
The figures reported do not include notices issued with respect to overdue certificates of compliance.

The FPA imposed six fines in 2@14 which totalled $17 000. Fines imposed under s.dftBe
Forest Practices Act in 20412 are detailed below:

e Contractor P Edwards paid a fine of $6000 for causing forest practices contrary to the
management prescriptions prescribed in an FPP, in relation to a wildlife habitat clump and a
known grey goséwk nest.

e Landowner R Gofton paid a fine of $1500 for clearing 0.8 hectare of forest within a class 2
streamside reserve.

e Landowner G Matthews paid a fine of $1500 for clearing trees without landowner consent
(Crown Land Services

e Landowner R Sulzbergeaig a fine of $4000 for harvesting trees without a forest practices
plan, including within a class 4 streamside reserve.

2012 Page27 of 139 2012/125114



Forest Practices Authority Annual Report 2§12

e Landowner G Watson and contractor B Sullivan each paid a fine of $2000 for harvesting
contrary to the management prescriptions presetbin an FPP.

In addition to fines, the FPA took action to require substaméibhbilitation measures in the
following cases:

e A contractor was required to carry out restoration work on a forest practices plan at Mount
Barrow to restore road drainage, inding installig culverts, table drains andirstating
table drain diversions on the approaches to stream crossings. Remedial work was also
carried out to stabilise road side batter slopes and restore a borrow pit, landings and shig
tracks.

In additionto fines, the FPA took action to require minor rehabilitation measures in the following
cases:

e A landowner on King Island was required to complete 600 metres of fencing to exclude stock
from an area of threatened native vegetation following clearing witha forest practices
plan.

¢ Alandowner at Saxons Creek was required to complete a property management plan, which
included protection of 4.5 hectares of forest and 1 kilometre of fencing to exclude stock,
following the illegal clearing of 3.5 hectarestiofeatened native vegetatiorfucalyptus
ovataforest.

e Alandowner and forest practices plan applicant at Mount Morriston was required to
complete restoration of road drainage to comply with the requirements of the forest
practices plan, specificallystalling culverts, establishing table drains and grading the road.

e Alandowner and forest practices plan applicant at Police Point was required to complete
restoration of road drainage to comply with the requirements of the forest practices plan,
specificdly installing culverts.

¢ Alandowner and forest practices plan applicant at Meunna was required to have a hew
forest practices plan certified, to complete reforestation works which had remained
outstanding.

e Alandowner was required to carry out restoratismork on a forest practices plan at
Shearwater to restore access track drainage and remove temporary crossings.

e A contractor was required to carry out restoration work on a forest practices plan at
Lapoinya to restore road drainage and complete landingsaigl track restoration.

e Gunns was required to complete replanting to achieve the required regeneration standard
prescribed iraforest practices plan, on a private property at Woolnorth. The FPA
acknowledges that Gunns were frustrated in their initiaeatpt to achieve reforestation
due to the landowner refusing to sign a variation to enable the work.

Five matters were referred for prosecution:

e A complaint was laid against landowner John Davis for clearing 31 hectares of forest on King
Island without ar=PP. This complaint, laid in 2@Q@9 and reported in the last two annual
reports was resolved in court. The landowner pleaded guilty, and was convicted of the
offence and fined $4000.
¢ A complaint was laid against landowner Darren Purton for clearirgradg the Leven River
without an FPP. The landowner pleaded guilty, and was convicted of the offence and
received a two year good behaviour bond.
¢ A complaint was laid against contractor David Blackberry for causing forest practices
contrary to the FPPThis complaint, laidin20&¢dim | YR NBLR2 NLSR Ay flFad
report was resolved out of court by payment of a fofeéb500 undess. 47B of the Act
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e A complaint was laid against landowner Noel Jackman for clearing 43 hectares of vulnerable
land nearSt Helens without an FPP. This complaint, laid in 20089nd reported in the last
two annual reports, remains before the court.

e A complaint was laid against landowner Michael Purtell for clearing threatenedonest
vegetation adjoining the Huon Riweithout an FPP. This complaint, laid in 2§12,
remains before the court.

1.10 Self-regulation

The Tasmanian forest practices system is based orregudatory approach, involving self

regulation by the industry with independent monitoring and enforencarried out by the FPA.

The objectives of the forest practices system are outlined in Schedule 7 of the Forest Practices Act
(listed in the section on the forest practices system at the beginning of this reportyegalation is
implemented throughthe following processes within the forest practices system:

e Preparation of FPPs. Section 18 of the Forest Practices Act provides that any person may
prepare an FPP. The larger companies and Forestry Tasmania generally employ staff to meet
their own requiements for the preparation of plans. Consultants generally service smaller
companies and private landowners.

e Certification of FPPs. FPPs are certified by accredited FPOs who hold delegated powers from
the FPA. These FPOs are appointed by the FPA froablyuiualified staff employed by
forestry consultants, forest companies, Forestry Tasmania and Private Forests Tasmania.
Certification of FPPs is the process whereby an FPO must check that the FPP has been
prepared in accordance with the requirements oétrorest Practices Coded all
administrative instructions issued by the FPA.

e Monitoring and inspection of forest practices. Forest practices are supervised by FPOs and
other staff employed by the forest industry. FPOs have the power to issue notices unde
s. 41 of the Forest Practices Act in order to ensure that operations comply with the Act or
with the conditions of a certified FPP.

e Internal environmental audit. Some of the major companies and Forestry Tasmania have
formal environmental audit systenthat are consistent with standards such as ISO 14001.

e Reporting on compliance under s. 25A of the Forest Practices Act. Certificates of compliance
must be lodged with the FPA within 30 days of the completion of discrete operational
phases detailed withinraFPP. Such certificates must be completed by an FPO.

A high level of selfegulation has been achieved on State forest and on private land that is subject
to operations undertaken byforestry companies. Overall, a lower standard is achieved by the
smaller, independent operators.

The certificates of compliance reports amedependently reviewed by the FPas part of theCt | Qa
annualassessmenprogram. The FPA reports that thetandard of reporting is high witlvery few
instancesof inaccurate reporting
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2 Research and Advisory Program report

The Research and Advisory Program of the Forest Practices Authority (FPA) employs specialists in
botany, cultural heritage, geoscience, soil and water, visual landscape and zoology. Research and
monitoring in these gbjects underpins thé&orest Practices Coded aid its development. The

specialists play a key role in the forest practices system. Services provided by the specialists include
the following:

e Training, education and liaison with Forest Practices Off{ed?*®s) and land managers.

e Ongoing development of a variety of management tools to assist FPOs in preparing forest
practices plans (FPPs). These include the Threatened Fauna Addegsien support
systemdesigned to help FPOs, forest planners and clasts find the appropriate agreed
prescriptions for threatened fauna when preparing their FPPs.

e Developing and maintaining ttp-date manuals to document the knowledge that underpins
the Forest Practices Coded to provide additional guidelines for thegatical management
of specific values within wood production forests.

e Providing FPOs and land managers with practical specialist advice on identifying and
managing the natural and cultural values of forests. This is normally in response to a
notificationas part of the forest practices planning system.

¢ Conducting surveys that require specialist expertise.

e Contributing to comprehensive and scientifically based inventories and databases and the
updating of these databases through additional research angdeygt Such databases show
the occurrence or potential occurrence of values that may require reservation or special
management.

e Undertaking research to test the effectiveness of the provisions oFtirest Practices Code
and proposing amendments if necepga

e Monitoring the implementation of thé-orest Practices Codad management prescriptions
involving specific values. The specialists work closely with other scientists and professionals
in other agencies involved in implementing the forest practicesesyssuch as the
Department of Parks, Primary Industries and Water (DPIPWE), Forestry Tasmania, forest
companies, the Cooperative Research Centre for Forestry, other government departments
and universities.

I AAKEAIKGEA 2F | Ol A O RdsdaSriandNdEDIA RBdgran? idAfiaréasi KS Ct ! ¢
follows. The report from the annual review of tHeesearch and Advisory Program is available on the
Ct ! Q& .@dblicdtians & stafif the FPA are included in Appendix 1.

2012 Page300f 139 2012/125114


http://www.fpa.tas.gov.au/news/fpa_annual_review_2012

Forest Practices Authority Annual Report 2§12

2.1 Biodiversity Program

2.1.1 Advice
Table 2.1.1  Biodiversity Program notifications in 2012

State forest Private forest Total
Office assessment and advice provided 85 (148) 32 (84) 117 (232)
(approx)
Field &sessment and advice providéapprox) 14 (24) 6 (23) 20 (47)
Total notifications 99 (172) 38 (107) 137 (279)

Figures in brackets are the number of notifications responded to 19Q0L

The Biodiversity Program staff processed 137 notifications for @adwidlora and/or fauna issues as

part of the FPP development process between 1 July 2011 and 30 June 2012. Of these, 99 were on
State forest, with the remainder a mix of private operations (T&hlel). Field assessments were
undertaken for about & per cent of notifications.

The number of notifications decreased by 50 per cent from 2010when 279 were received. This
decline follows the trend of previous yeadthough the number of notifications has continued to
decline, the increase in the complaxbf the advice requests remained, particularly for those
threatened fauna species where the management approach is still being developed such as the swift
parrot and masked owl. Before advice could be provided, many notificatiarsboth State and

private forestc required extensive consultation with DPIPWE specialists, site visits by Biodiversity
Program staff and negotiations with the planner or land manager.

Issues in the Forestry Tasmania Huon district have continued to be particularly comptirend
consuming due in part to threatened species issues and the difficulties associated with balancing the
requirements of wood production with the coupe dispersal requirements oFRbiest Practices

Code Ongoing challenges in the noxiest of the stag included the management of grey goshawk
habitat, protection of wedgdailed eagle nests in intensively managed areas, and management of
some threatened forest communities.

Considerable staff time was also taken up by lesgale projects requiring muttie FPPs, including
assessmenteelating todevelopments for thedairy industry in the nortkeast and northwest.

Biodiversity Program staff also provided advice on numerous compliance investigations,
predominantly in relation to threatened species or thtened vegetation communities.

Informal advice on a number of biodiversity related issues was also provided throughout the year to
planners, other agencies, consultants and members of the general public.

2.1.2 Planning tools and guideline development

Thereview, development and maintenance of biodiversigyated planning tools continued to be a
priority in 201X 12 to meet recommendation 19 from the 20@%diversity Reviewlhese planning
tools are available via thePO servicgsart of the FPQ&ebsite. Planningool development and
maintenance activities in 20£12 included:

¢ Landscape planning guidelifgee also RFA priority species project in 13 guideline is
being developed in response to the 2009 biodiversity review and theyéaely review of
the Tasmanian Region Forest Agreement. Both these reviea@ammended a more
landscapescale approach to the management of biodiversity in areas outside of reserves.
The guideline outlines a strategic landscape approach for the management of biodiversity,
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with an emphasis on RFA priority species and their habitia&gms tocomplement current

policy and legislation and build on the conservation outcomes achieved through the existing
CAR reserve systemlanaging at the landscagevel may reduce or eliminate ¢hneed for
actions at a local scal8ince forest certification principles and criteria inclugd@sideration

of the landscapescale in assessment, planning and management, this guideline may help in
achieving this requirement. A draft for stakeholder feadk and testing was developed in
2011c12.

Biodiversity Values Database (BMDis tool assists FPOs and others completing a
biodiversity evaluatioruring the preparation of a forest practices plan (FPP). It takes
information on threatened fauna and flora species localities and ranges from the Natural
Values Atlas and delivers it in a u$eendly way. It also prodes information on threatened
fauna species habitat for use in site assessments. Development of range boundaries and
habitat descriptions in collaboration with DPIPWE staff was completed ini2@1The web
interface, including the welmap function, was réewed following feedback from forest
planners.

Map of potential eagle nesting habitat: this revised model has been developed to refine the
current nest searching techniques, providing benefits for both breeding eagles and industry.
A review of the eagleest predictive model was undertaken in 2@12, taking advantage of

the improvements in data availability and modelling tools. Environmental attributes
associated with wedg#ailed eagle nests have been modelled and a map predicting suitable
eagle nest hhitat has been developed. The map is being reviewed by stakeholders.

Threatened Fauna Adviser (TF\)bstantial constructive feedback was received from forest
planners on the draft welbased version of this decision support tool for threatened fauna
management in 201412. The management approach for some species was reviewed by the
project steering committee in 2012 and agreed by DPIPWE. Programming of the draft
web-based version was completed and the supporting documentation drafted. The web
based bol has been provided to the Board of the FPA and the Secretary of DPIPWE for their
endorsement following the procedures agreed for the management of threatened species
under the forest practices system. Public comment will be sougk013

Swift parrotplanning guidelinepublic comment and a response from tBeard of the FPA

and the Secretary of DPIPWE were received in DA.1The management approach

proposed in the draft swift parrot planning guideline and the feedback received was used in
the develgpment of the recommended management approach delivered through the

revised TFA. Biodiversity Program staff continued to provide advice on management of swift
parrot habitat in areas covered by the forest practices system on a case by case basis in
201112, following consultation with DPIPWE staff and forest planners.

Potential hollow availability map: this mapping tool was updated and refined in(2@11
Work has also been carried out to enable testing of this map.

Mature habitat management approach: the @ biodiversity review resulted in a number of
recommendations about managing mature forest features such as tree hollows and CWD.
An approach tananagemenbf matureforest habitat in areas covered by the forest
practices system was developed in 210 and extensive feedback from planners and
forest managers was received in 2@12. The approach has been revised taking into
account this feedback and a technical note andioa tool has been developed for testing.

Priority flora species decision supptobl: development of this tool began in 20412. The
RFA lists approximately 500 flora species as a priority for conservation. In the past, the
management of priority flora species in areas covered by the forest practices system has
occurred on a casby-case basis, in consultation with the Threatened Species Section,
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DPIPWE. In order to progress strategic planning for so many priority flora species and their
habitats, this decision support tool is being developed to enable forest planners, managers
and lard owners to focus their conservation efforts.

o Biodiversity technical notes and field guides ($eeFPAQ & ¢ R0 aAr (S

o atechnical note on the mature habitat availability map was endorsed by the Board
of the FPA and is on the websiteRA Fauna Thnical Note ?

o technical notes outlining the proposed approach to managing mature habitat and
management of swift parrot habitat have been drafted

o work continued on the development of technical notes on the management
paddock trees and forest remnants.

2.1.3 Policy, reviews and input to strategic planning

The Biodiversity Program was involved in the following strategic planning and review activities in
2011¢l12:

e RFA Priority Species Project

The Australian Government and the Tasmanian Government recathaisstrategic

landscape management planning is an important tool in ensuring thetemng viability of

the Tasmanian Regional Forest Agreement (RFA) priority species and their habitats. This
project was initiated in February 2010 and is being conduotest three financial years. It is
designed to establish and implement a strategic landscape approach to the management of
RFA priority species and their habitats in Tasmania. Biodiversity staff continued working on
reviews for part of this project in 20§12 and the developmentfa landscape planning
approach More information and the background reports for this project can be found on

the FPA website.

A presentation on this project and the current approach to the management of RFA priority
species in areas covered by the Tasmanian forest practices system was given at the
Australian Government Land and Colstchtime seminars in Canberrafebruary 2012.

e Report on implementation of thbiodiversity reviewecommendations

A review of the implementation of the recommendations from the 2009 biodiversity review
report was carried out in 20X12 and the table documenting progress is availabléhen

FPA) &ebsite Progress has been satisfactory in some areas, particiriamdyation to
recommendations 19, 12, 36, 24&27 (e.g. updating of the planning tools, review of
monitoring, development of strategic level planning tools).

e Review of theAgreed procedures

A review of the procedures for the management of threatened species under the forest
practices system agredubetween the Board of the FPA and the Secretary of DPIPWE found
that the procedures are working in a satisfactory manner. This repamtAopendix 5in this
report.

¢ Strategic planning/landscape level planning input:

o membership of recovery teams and indotrecovery plans for threatened species,
including the threatened stag beetles and threatened galaxiids

o0 membership of the scientific reference group for TASVEG and the Property
Assessment Group (DPIPWE).
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e Treefern management plan:

0 monitoring of the impémentation of the treefern management plan continued in
2011c12

0 revisedTasmanian treefern management plan 2Gibmitted to the
Commonwealth Government.

e aZYyAG2NAY3 OKIy3ISE AY CFHAYFYALFIQE t SNYFYSyd bl

0 2011c12 was chracterised by a small but reasonabtgadylevel of conversion,
particularly in the Woolnorth and Ben Lomond regions.

2.1.4 Research and monitoring

CKS . A2RAGSNEBAGE tNRANFYQA a0l TF O2y i NRAHzI SR G2
were faunarelated, three florarelated and four were habitat/management related. These research

projects focused on management issues related to maintenance of biodiversity values in production
forests and are summarised in Table 2.1.2. The ! R@skarch Biolgist coordinated the resech

and monitoring activities.

There was considerable interaction amongst Biodiversity Program staff on research projects, and
collaboration with external researchers, students and institutions. Most projects contributed to the

CR TFT2NJ C2NBaidNRQa 2F0dSNIIFYR . A2RAGSNBEAGE t NP AN
Biodiversity Maager coordinated reporting on the CRC for Forestry 4.2.5 research projects.

An FPA student research grant was awarded to Dejan Stojanorwidhe University of New England

in 2012 for his research on swift parrot ecology. The Biodiversity Manager and Research Biologist
continued to provide supervisory support to a number of FPAfBREDrestrysupported projects,
including Michael Todd (MasH owls, PhD), Lisa Cawthen (bats and remnants, PhD), Helen
Stephens, (aggregated retention and small mammals, PhD), Shannon Troy (spotted tailed quolls and
forestry, PhD) and Jillian Smith (devil dens, Honours). The FPA also hosted a student volunteer who
explored GIS tools to establish a lioksight model for eagle nests.

One of the milestones of the FPA and DPIPWE project, funded by the Australian Government in
February 2010 (see 1.5, RFA priority species project), is to establish a program to thenitor
effectiveness of management actions for RFA priority species. FPA Biodiversity Program staff
compiled a number of reports (see the publications list) as part of this project, includiegeaal
review of the effectiveness of the forest practices systé process has been undertaken to
determine the priorities for effectiveness monitoring for the Tasmanian forest practices system.
Stakeholder feedback will be sought in 2Q13.

Other activities in the research and monitoring area included: obtainidgr@newing data licence
permits and exploring consultancy options (e.g. chytrid surveys, farm water access plans). The Eagle
Project Officer carried out contract work relatifmeagle management in 20¢12.

¢KS Ct! Qa . A2RAGSNEA G &f publcRiGhbdland presadBtivnizd SORP. | y dzY 6 S N
These comprised five journal papers, one magazine article, and five reports. Research results were
presented at a number of conferences including a landscape conference in China (IALE), the

Ecological Societyf Australia annual meeting, and the national invertebrate conservation

conference. The outcomes of research projects were also communicated through presentations and

field days (see training section).
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The Biodiversjt
Program is resampling
areas in the burgundy
aykratQa old
range, which covers
the Forestier and the
Tasman Peninsulas, tc
assess if there have
been any changes in
GKS aviatQ

Table 2.1.2  Biodiversity research projects that @re active in 201412 reporting period, with
summary of activities undertaken during this period

Project title Activities during period 1/5/11to 30/6/12
Implementation of fauna A project monitoring the implementation of swift parrot management
provisions of TasmaniaForest prescriptions in 200811 is ongoing, with data collection and analysis continuin

Practices Code . o . .
A project monitoring the implementation of the eagle nest management

prescriptions is in the design stage.

A study examining the inpmentation of the Permanent Native Forest Estate
Policy is in the design stage.

Mapping hollow availability Further modifications made to the mature habitat availability nfaliowing
testingof the accuracy of the map

How effective are current Surveys for 20112 were completed. There were delays to data analysis in@C
managenent actions in protecting 12 due to data issues but these have been rectified. A map predicting the are
wedgetailed eagle nest sites in which eagle asts are most likely to be found has been produced and is under
production forests? review. The 20032012 eagle report is in the draft stage.

Paper published on the value of indirect signs in assessing nest success (see
publication list).

A volunteer intern worked to develop standardised linef-sight model for
wedgetailed eagle nest management.

Monitoring the effectiveness of Review of all research relating to the effectiveness of the forest practices syst
the biodiversity provisions of the compleed and report available on th€ t !w@lbipage

Forest Practices Code . . L .
A process to identify priorities for monitoring has been developed and

stakeholder inpt will be invited in 202¢13.

Examining the impacts of This research project is looking at the relationship between forestry activities .
harvesting on streamflow, to changes in stream flow, with them to develop a catchment management
inform catchment management fo strategy for areas containing threatened galaxiids. The data has been obtaine
threatened galaxiids calibrate the Viter Availability and Landuse Planntogl for the SwarApsley

catchment, but modelling has yet to commence. Altermatiapproaches to
examining the impact of harvesting on steamflow aoabeing explored with FT
and CPIPWE.
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Project title

Monitoring the occurrence of the
burgundy snail

Swift parrot population trends

Pygmy possums use of nest boxe

Effectiveness of wildlife habitat
strips in maintaining vegetation
structure and composition in wet
eucalypt forest

Invertebrate use of tree hollows

Relating forest management to
stream ecosystem condition in
middle and lower catchment
reaches in Tasmania

Scenario testing of the biodiversit
landscape planning guideline

Impact of forestry on tree fes

Forest Practices Authority Annual Report 2§12

Activities during period 1/5/11to 30/6/12

A study has been initiated that is-examining sites previously surveyed for the
burgundy snail. ie design has been finalised and sampling has commenced.

¢tKS . A2RAOSNBAGESE

program.
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Nest boxes were established for pygmy possigae in several areas in eastern

Tasmania several years ago. These nest boxes continue to be monitored at r
intervals.

Results of the study were presented at the International Association for
Landscape Ecologpnference in China.

A manuscript examining the invertebrate assemblage of Tasmanian tree hollc
was prepared.

Data has been obtained for some further minor analysis for this project, and tl
report is in a draft stage.

FPAand FT staff are testing the Biodiversity Landscape Planning Guideline, a
SOl t dzZ GAy3 C ¢ -Qontextap@dakh i $eltiodtad the gSals
delivered by the guideline. The scenario testing is in the early stages.

A manuscript for this study has been progressed and is approaching the stag
where it can be submitted for publication.

STUDENT PROJECTS SUPPORTED BY FPA

These projects contribute to the work of the FPA and aresupervised by the FPA Biodiversity Mager or Research
Biologist. Some have also received support from the Eagle project officer and FPA Technical Officer.

Landscape ecology of the spotted
tailed quoll

Does aggregated retention provid
suitable habitat for mammal
consenation in old growth
forests?

Habitat use, breeding and feedinc
ecology of the Tasmanian masket
owl, Tyto novaehollandiae
castanops

Recovery of headwater streams
after currentForest Practices Codi
loggingg Warra sites

Den use by Tasmanian devils in t|
wild and in a freeange enclosure

Contribution of forest remnants to
the persistence of insectivorous
bats in the landscape: local and
landscape factors that affect their

2012

Shannon Troy isarrying outdata analysis and writing up her study examining tl
habitat preferences and den requirements of female spottailed quolls.
{KFEYyy2y Q& NB&adA 64 KIF@S O2y i NAOdzi SR
Database and the Threatened Fauna Adviser.

Helen Stephens submitted her thesis and a paper has been published from tt
work.

Mick Todd submitted his PhD thesis. Mickesults have contributed to the
revision of the Biodiversity Values Database and the Threatened Fauna Advis

Ryan Burrows completed sampling in 2912, with suppet from the FPA
Technical Officerand is currently writing up his thesis.

Honours student Jillian Smith looked at the location of dens in the wild and in
free-range enclosure, and ceived supervisory and GIS support from the FPA
Research Biologist.

Lisa Cawthen finished data collection asdriting her thesis.
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Project title Activities during period 1/5/11to 30/6/12
use
Swift parrot ecology Dejan Stojanovic has been studying the ecology of swift parrots, and has bee

testing the FPA Mature Habitat Availability Map. FPA Research Biologist prov
assistance with study design and site selection.

Platypus health in catchments in  James MacGregor is in the early stages of data collection. FPA have providet
northwest Tasmania some GIS support for site selection and technical support on camera trapping
design methods.

2.1.5 Consultancies

Stafffrom the BodiversityProgram undertook five consultancies in 2@12. Four were for eagle

nest surveys or nest activity assessments for external parties and one was to provide biodiversity
and habitat information to assist the Independent Verification Gresgablished under the
Tasmanian Forests Intergovernmental Agreement.

2.2 Earth Sciences Program

2.2.1 Advice

Table 2.2.1  Earth sciences notifications from State and private forest, 2912
State forest Private forest Total

Advice provided, office 73 (119) 62 (73) 135 (192)

assesment

Advice provided, field 24 (57) 31 (44) 55 (101)

assessment

Total notifications 97 (176) 93 (117) 190 (293)

Figures in brackets are the number of notifications responded to 190

The number of notifications respondédo (190) has fallen since last year. This is largely attributed to
the downturn in the forest industry, particularly $tate forest Several special investigations were
made through the year and reports covered issues such as harvest on lafasiiddand, salvage
harvest of plantations in highly erodible and steep dune terrain on the west coast, erosion
associated with roads and road drainage, and providing scientific support for FPA compliance
investigations. The Geoscientist resigned during the.year

2.2.2 Planning tools and guideline development

The Tasmanian Geoconservation Database (TGD) is an important planning tool for protection of the
adlrisSQa 3IS2RAQOSNEAGE® LG A& OdaNY GSR 08 5tLt29d ¢
prior to forest operation; TGD sites appear on planning magmnsitive sites on coupes may be

protected completelyn informal reservesmore robust sites are usually protected agplying

special management prescriptiosach agimitations on machine use.

Both scientists in the Earth Sciences Program are members of the TGD reference group which meets
annually to identify, list and protect significant geological and geomorphological sites. Four new
geoconservation sites in the forest estate were listed this yA#rsites will be protected, either by
informal reserves or by management prescriptions.
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2.2.3 Policy, reviews and management issues

The Senior Scientist, Earth Sciences finalisedthidelines focut road batters in areas of highly
erodible soilgndthese now appear on thEPA)&ebsite.

The Senior Scientist, Earth sciences, in consultation with Timberlands Paciandttfé Chief

Forest Practices Officer, wrote the docum&dtchment management planning procedures for
Timberlands Pacific plantations in northeast Tasmaifi@e documentakes a catchmenbased

(rather than a coupdrased) approach to guide best plantatipractices in the Mathinn&camander
forests and specifies procedures and prescriptitnsnsurethat the longterm plantation

management has minimal effects on stream morphology, stream sedimentation and hillside erosion.

2.2.4 Research and monitoring

The Senior Scientist, Earth Sciences and the Geoscientist have continued work on the
geomorphology of Tasmania and together with scientists from the University of Tasmania and the
mainland have written a review of the Quaternary geomorphology of Tasmaotigaentrating on

dated sites in the forest estate in midnd low altitude Tasmania. The review, to be published in the
international journalGeomorphologyconcludes that many erosion events preceded arrival of the
Europeans by many thousands of years] #rat there was an increase of erosion about 35 000
years ago, possibly because of increased burning or increased burning intensity, or because of a
change in climate.

A related project with Gunnistd and University of Queensland researchers investigdtteorigin of
the grasslands, sedgelands and woodlands on Surrey Hills in northwest Tasmania, so that land
management prescriptions (such as burning and exclusion of stockedamsed orscientifially
determined past practiceg.he pollen recordrom Back Marshabuttongrass moorland, suggests
that this site has been an open grassland maintained by high fire frequency since European
settlement. A second site, Yellow Marsh has a longer (3 m) record wittchaycoal content at

2.9 m and).4 m, mssiby relating to Aboriginahnd European burning respectively.

In conjunction with Norske Skog stafjentistsin the Earth Sciences Program have seanp
experiment to investigate the effects of plantation harvestkamstfeatures(sinkholes and cavem
the Florentine Valley. Before harvest in early 2012 sinkholes were accurately mapped and their
depths measured. Sinkhole morpholdgybeingmonitored after harvestto determine whether
longer periods of soil saturation resulting from harvest causehsilgls to collapseThe projects the
first of its kind to quantify risks associated with forest operations in karst terrain.

The Senior Scientist and the Geoscientist continue to assess the stalftitgsi€dland on the

Nicholas Range in northeastaT¥’ I YAl 0aSS I &4 (Resul§ olded from/ihedzk £ NI LI2
University of Exeter (U.K.) indicate tlaat the northern slopes of the Rang®ere was mass

movement about 55 000 years ago in addition to the previously reported erosion about 85 000 years
agonear South SisteiGiven the ge of the landslideselective forest harvest insideredunlikely

to induce instability.

Unusual eastvest transverse dunes previously covered by pine plantations near Strahan were dated
as 10 000 years old, by a meth(thermoluminescence) that measures the amount of radioactive
energy stored in sand grains since their buriakylhave been stable since this date, so tis& of
renewed dune movement is considered to be J@ven though the soils have high erodililit

Therefore, rather than insisting that the dunes should be replanted in native revegetation, the FPA
has permitted reestablishment of pine plantationfuring harvesin 2008machine usevas strictly
controlled to limit damage to the dune landforms
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Very careful Arvest in the pine plantations north ol
Strahan has preserved the 10 000 year old dune
morphology to the east of the presently active
Henty dunes (top left). The old eagest dunes in
the centre of the photograph accumulated when
winds blew from the norti@bold white arrow),
whereas the Henty dunes are accumulating undet
the prevailing westerlies (black arrow). Note the
buffer strip of pines left between the road and the
active dunes, to help slow their eastward progres:
Although the old dunes are clagsi as highly
erodible soils, they are stable if subsoils are not
exposed, so with care the harvested area can
continue to be managed as a commercial pine
plantation. TheStrahan Guidelinedeveloped by
the FPA specify environmental protection measur
in this type of terrain. The white triangle indicates
the location where the dunesands were dated.
Photograph supplied by Joe Hawkes, Tas Land al
Forests.

The Senior Scientist, Earth Sciences, with the help of a technical officeeasured stream
monitoring sites irpine plantations in steeplands the Fingal district in order to assess effects of
harvest on stream morphology.

2.2.5 Consultancies

Two onsultangeswere completed this year. One was a soil survey for a subdivision on Flinders
Island, and the other a report on s®dnd landforms at a Forestry Tasmania research site.

2.3 Heritage and Landscape Program
2.3.1 Cultural Heritage Section
2.3.1.1 Advice

Table 2.3.1  Cultural Heritage Section notifications from State and
private forest, 201112

State forest Private forest Total
Advice provided 134 (249) 64 (110) 198 (359)
Field assessment and 6 (107) 6 (57) 12 (164)
advice provided
Total notifications 140 (356) 70 (167) 210 (523)

Figures in brackets are the number of ifications responded to in 20%Q1.

During 201%12, 210 notifications were assessed for cultural heritage issues. Of these notifications,
33 per cent were received fromigate companies and 67 per cent from Forestry Tasmania. In
comparison, 523 natifications involving cultural heritage issues were received ig2010

The majority (57 per cent) of thesmtificationswere to complete an Aboriginal heritage
assessment, with16 coupes assessed. New sites were located on 1ggfl@en) of coupes
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surveyed with a total of 24 artefacts located. Most of these new sites were isolated artefacts or
small scatters with less than five pieces. No large sites were located.

An interimsystem to assess Aboriginal values using a risk analysis approach based on 10 years of
previous survey results has been triall@this system ensures that Aboriginal heritage is assessed at
all levels of forest management. The system takes account ofrtbertk site data base, the zoning or
probability of sites being present and introduces the level of visibility that is available. Thus while the
level of overall Aboriginal assessments has fate®4 per cent the level of deskop assessments

has risen tal7 per cent Interestingly, the number of new sites and artefacts located remains similar
to previous years. Of these 116 field surveys, 80 per cent were completed by forest industry staff
trained by the FPA and 2f&r centby the FPA. All new sites hdveen included on the Conserve
Database and are availakie accredited userfor forest management purposes.

A total of 26 new historic sites were located, recorded and assessed. These new sites have been
entered on the Conserve Database. New sites inctedete huts remains, timber tramways and
sawmills as well as mining and infrastructure heritage. Advice was provided on the appropriate
management and promotion of a number of heritage places on State forest that have attracted the
interest of community gpups.

2.3.1.2 Policy, reviews and management issues

A major review of hétage and landscape managementshaeing undertaken by eéhHeritage and
Landscape Programwith the project managed by the Manager, Heritage. The review has analysed
the current mettods of heritage and landscape management, identifying the assets of the program
in terms of reports, site data and identifying gaps and where new processes are applicable. A major
outcome from the review was to produce clear guidelines and operating ptwesdor FPOs to
implement. These guidelines have been completed and can be viewed é&iPthavebsite

The Manager, Heritage and Landscape Program undertook research at the La Trobe and the ANU
libraries onThomasMeagheranL NA & K L2 f AGAOIF £ LINKA a2y SNJ (NI yaLR2 NI
Liaison continued with appropriate agencies, including HegifBgsmania, Mineral Resources

Tasmania, Aboriginal Heritage Office, local government and the Tasmanian Aboriginal Land and Sea
Council.

2.3.2 Visual Landscape Section
2.3.2.1 Advice

Table 2.3.2  Visual Landscape Section notifications from State and priviaest, 201%12

State forest Private forest Total
Advice provided 12 (21) 16(29) 28 (50)
Field and or detailed 9 (12) 10 (20) 19 (32)
assessment and advice
provided
Total notifications 19 (33) 26 (49) 47 (82)

Figures in brackets are the number ditifications responded to in 2011

During 20112 notifications were received for coupes in sensitive viewing scenes at roughéy 60
centthe number of the previous year. Around otterd of these were in native forest and the
remainder in plantationsThree additional nomotified coupes were analysed in review of
complaints on visual landscape issues. Notifications on visual management in the last four years
have decreased from 176 in year 2009, followed by 116, 82 and now 47 in 2012.
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2.3.2.2 Policy, reviews and management issues

Contributions to the major review of heritage and landscape management in the forest practices
system included preparation of the following draft reports:

Plantation visual management guidelinethis draft provides a sysie for determining the
visual planning priority for plantation forestry and practice guidelines to assist FPOs
responsible for visual landscape planning of plantation operations. This has been circulated
for comment within the forest industry and reviseditelude improvements from

respondents. It is a replacement for a chapter of the exidtimgdscape manual

Visual landscape management of forest operatigfigalised a report providing an
introduction for the public to forest visual landscape managethierbe available on the FPA
website. This gives a description of functions, principles, theory, analysis procedure and
compliance considerations for landscape management.

Lines of forcandproportion and scale these two technical notes for the FPA&bsite
describe visual perceptions and viewing principles relating to forest landscapes.

Other activities and reports:

Prepared comments in review of the visual landscape management aspects of theeaetth
plantation management plan for Timberlands.

Prepared comments for the FPA in response to the Forestry Tasmania-Compext

planning alternative to coupe dispersal outlining the significant negative effects on visual
landscape values of the native forests.

Updated Chapter 2 of th¥isual landscape amualfor the FPAQ ebsite

Prepared a draft updated FPP evaluation sheet for landscape values with accompanying
explanations for changeecommended.

A visual landscape management training course was held for six prospective FPOs. This was
conducted in the nortkeast with a field tour of surrounding landscapes. Updated training
material on plantation forestry was included.

Providedadvi8 2y Ay @SaidA3al dAaz2ya o0SAy3a dzyRSNIIF {1 Sy

2.3.2.3 Research and monitoring

2012

The Senior Landscape Planner carried out a review of visual standards of operations from a
four-year period and prepared the summary rep&gview of \dual landscape outcomes of
forest operationsvhich was accompanied by spreadsheet data of the over 150 operations
surveyed and visited.

The reportQuestionnaire on forest visual landscape managenmas finalised and received
by the FPA Board. This sumnsed attitudes and recommendations of FPOs at the refresher
courses, November 2010, for forest visual management.
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2.4 Training and education carried out by the Forest
Practices Authority

2.4.1 Forest Practices News

Two editions oforest Practices Newgere published by the FPA in 2@IR. These can be found on

theCt | Q& .@He aeivdleited provides a channel for communicating new ideas and

developments among those interested inthieds y I 3SYSyd 2F ¢l avYlFyiAl Qa T2NB
on practical and applied information, particularly on articles supplied by practising FPOs. The FPA
specialists contributed numerous articlesRorest Practices NewBhe Publications Officer and the

Senior Scientist, Earth Sciences edit the newsletter.

2.4.2 Forest practices system training

FPA staff also ran or contributed to the following educational events, courses and symposia:
Biodiversity Program

e The Fauna |l and Il courses were delivered ovbrese-day period in Smithton (November
2011), and on the Tasman Peninsula (February 2012). These are alequisée courses
for attendance atan FPO training course amgre run in collaboration with staff from the
Threatened Species SectiprSSpf DPIPWE.

e A swift parrot habitat training day was held in the southern forests in collaboration with TSS
(November 2011).

e A wedgetailed eagle nest identification and activity checking (accredited) course was run in
June 2012.

Earth Sciences Program

e EarthSE Sy 0Sa NIy (g2 GNIAYyAy3d FTASER RIF&a FT2N) C2
covering stream management (November 2011) and roading issues (April 2012).

Cultural Heritage and Landscape Program

e The Cultural Heritage Program delivered an infornragession to Gunns staff in Launceston
in June 2012 on the new Cultural Heritage management guidelines (v.1.0).

Compliance

e Compliance Program staff presented a contractor training course for a number of
independent private property contractors based in therthwest in October 2011.

Collaborative training

e Compliance Program and Earth Science Program staff partnered Forestry Tasmania in
delivering the forest practices for the dzLJS NJZolraednNdRtéber 2011.

General
e Many FPA staff were involved in wnigj articles folForest Practices Newtbe Ecological
Society of Australiaewsletter, andhe CRGor Forestrynewsletter (Biobuzz).

2.4.3 Forest Practices Officer training
FPOs act as authorised officers of the FPA in the execution of the Forest BrActiemd the Forest

Practices Regulations 2007. An important function of the FPA is to train FPOs to ensure that they
have the required skills and knowledge to carry out their role prior to their appointment as an FPO.
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The FPA normally offers an annualiting course, which prospective FPOs must successfully
complete under the nationally accredited course structure. Due to the financial downturn affecting
the forest industry, numbers were not sufficient to proceed with the training course in 2010 or 2011.
(Note: A course will commence in September 2012 and run over a six to eight month period, in a
more compact format than previous courses)

2.4.4 Review of training related to forest practices in Tasmania

In late 2010 the FPA sought expressions of egeto undertake a project to carry out a review of
training related to forest practices in Tasmania. The tender was awarded to ForestWorks and
C2NBAGNE ¢lFaYlFyAl Ay LINIYSNAKALD ¢KS LINRP2SOGQa
programs relatedo forest practices in Tasmania and to identify measures that coulehbertaken
to ensure that training programs are delivered to all fiblsed personnel in an effective and
efficient manner. The report was submitted to the FPA in June 2011.

The nextphase of this review was to focus on:

¢ how to define what activity training is required

e what format is used to deliver training of an activity

¢ who trains contractors to a level where they can be licensed

e the link between licensing requirements and regulgtoequirements.

However, due to the downturn in the forest industry progression into the next phase has not
occurred.

The Forest Practices Authority ran fauna courses | and Il in the south of the state in Februdra@@4.2.
O2dzNES L A& | LINBNBljdzA&AAGS F2NJ GKS C2NBad t N
(right) discusses masked owl habitat with some course participants and shows themidllezhchasked
owl.
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3 Administration of forest practices

3.1 The Board of the Forest Practices Authority

The FPA has the statutory responsibility forlagf OA y3 GKS adl iSQa FT2NBai
fostering a cooperative approach in developing policy and management in forest practices matters.
tKS 202S0GA@S 2F GKS adldsSqQa FT2NBad LINI OGAOSa
public and pwate forests. The forest practices system is based uponrraguiatory approach

involving a balance between seifanagement by industry and independent monitoring by the FPA.

The Board of the FPA provides independent advice and statutory reports to thstédifor Energy

and Resources.

The statutory functions of the Board of the FPA as laid down in s. 4C of the Forest Practices Act are

to:

advise the Minister on forest practices policy in respect of both Crown land and private land
regularly advise and farm the Minister on its work and activities under the Forest Practices
Act

advise the Minister on the operation and review of the Forest Practices Act

issue and maintain thEorest Practices Code

oversee standards for forest practices plans (FPPs)

overseethe administration of private timber reserves (PTRs) by Private Forests Tasmania
monitor and report to the Minister on harvesting, the clearing of trees and reafforestation
activity in relation to the maintenance of a permanent forest estate

implement thestateQ BermanentNative Forest Estate Policy

oversee the training of Forest Practices Officers (FPOSs)

make a recommendation on the appointment of the Chief Forest Practices Officer and to
appoint FPOs

perform such other functions as are imposed on ibbyinder this or any other Act

perform any prescribed functions.

3.1.1 The directors of the Board of the Forest Practices Authority

The directors of the board in 20812 were as follows:

2012

Independent Chair, with expertise in public administration, environtakor natural

resource management and governance: Gordon Duff (appointed 1 July 2009)

a person with applied knowledge and expertise in environmental or natural resource
management: John Whittington (appointed 1 February 2010)

a person with applied knowtlge and expertise in sustainable forest management on private
land: lan Whyte (appointed 1 July 2009)

a person with applied knowledge and expertise in sustainable forest management on public
land: Steve Luttrell (appointed 1 July 2009)

a person with applié knowledge and expertise in community liaison and local government,
from an area in which forestry is a major land use: Meredith Roodenrys (appointed 1 July
2005)

a person with independent expertise in biological science/nature conservation: Dr Peter
Daves (Deputy Chair appointed 1 July 2005, term expired on 30 December 2011).
Currently this position is vacant.

the Chief Forest Practices Officer: Graham Wilkinson (appointed 1 July 2005)
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The Board congratulaté®rofessor Peter Daviem his appointmehas a Member of the Order of
Australia, AM, on 26 January 2012 in recognition of his work in freshwater ecology for 3Q years
including the higkprofile MurrayDarlingck YR Wy F GA2y £ gk SN L2t A08@
research of Australia's riveryaR 61 G SNB I 8 2 Q®

The Board of the FPA had 12 meetings during the year.

3.1.2 Qualifications, other relevant positions held and declaration of
interest by directors

Professor Gordon DuffBSc (Hons), PhD, Fellow of the Australian Institute of Companydpérect
(FAICD)

e Chief Executive Officer, CRC for Forestry Ltd
e Chairman, Forest Education Foundation

John Whittingtonn BSc (Hons), PhD

e Deputy Secretary (Resources and Information), Department of Primary Industries, Parks,
Water and Environment

lan Whyte B® (Hons) (Botany)(Syd), BSc (For) (ANU), Fellow of the Australian Institute of Company
Directors, Membec Institute of Foresters of Australia

e Member, Board of Management, NRM South, Hobart, Tasmania (and Meay#hetit
Committee)

Steve Luttrell BSc (For)
e Workskills board membrgemployment services provider
Meredith Roodenrys AM, M Ed M, Dip Phys Ed, Dip LG Admin, JP

e Chair, Assessment Committee for Dam Construction
e Chair, CangFor Our Country Assessment Committee

Professor Peter DavieAM, BSc (HohgChemistry), PhD (Zoology, UTas)

e Chair, Independent Sustainable Rivers Audit Group, reporting to Murray Darling Basin
Ministerial Council on the ecological condition of the rivers of the Murray Darling Basin

e Project Manager, the Landscape Logic CEREharldERP Lap research hubs (Centre for
Environment, UTas)

e Director, Frebwater Systems

Graham Wilkinson

e Chief Forest Practices Officer (see section 3.3)
3.1.3 Remuneration

Total remuneration paid to neaxecutive directors of the FPA falls within thedualing bands:

$20 000 to $29 999 (4) and $30 000 to $39 999 (1). John Whittington is employed by the Tasmania
government under the Senior Executive Service (SES) and he receives no further remuneration as a
member of the board of the FPA.

The Chief Foreftractices Officer is appointed within the Senior Executive Service at remuneration
level SES2.
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3.1.4 Activities of the Board of the Forest Practices Authority

Major items of business that were dealt with by the Board of the FPA during the year included:

e ePASHGAY3I GKS Ct! Qa 06dzRISG YR FRGAOS (2 3A20ST
income

¢ reviewing and making determinations with respect to investigations into alleged breaches of
the Forest PracticeAct

e overseeing the annual monitoring and assaesat program

e making submissions on policy related to forest practices to the Independent Verification
Panel under the Tasmanian Intgovernmental Agreement, the Reference Group of
Signatories, the Legislative Council Committee (Review into the Impdw &roposed
Transition out of Public Native Fatdlanagement and Harvesting in Tasmania) and the
Minister for Energy and Resources

e overseeing the forest practices awards

e reviewing revisions to operational guidelines on cultural heritage, swift parrobamddel
for the retention of mature habitat elements at a landscape scale

e assessing and accrediting several vegetation management agreements

e review and approval of a consulting policy for the FPA

e review and approval of th8tate of theforestsTasmania 202 report

e appointment of FPOs and decisions with respect to applications for private timber reserves.

The Board of the FPA has three standing committees as follows:

e Audit Committeeg this committee assists the board in fulfilling its responsibilitie®lation
to proper financial, compliance and performance management of the FPA. It comprises lan
Whyte (Chair), Gordon Duff and Meredith Roodenrys.

e FPP Monitoring and Assessment Committehis committee reviews the methods and
protocols usedto conduct® Ct ! Qa | 8aSaa&YSyliTaThe dommiittee &8 6 4SS
comprises Peter Davies and Steve Luttrell.

¢ Investigations Committee this committee audits a sample of investigations conducted by
the FPA into alleged breaches to ensure that the required stedgdof rigour, fairness and
consistency are maintained. The committee comprises Steve Luttrell and Meredith
Roodenrys.

The Board of the FPA, from leiraham Wilkinson, Meredith Roodenrys, lan Whyte, Gordon Duff, Peter
Davies, John Whittington and Steve Luttrell.
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Table 3.1.1  Attendance of directors of the Forest Practices Authority at meetings
and committees

Director Board meetings attended Other meetings attended/services rendered
(12 meetings held in
2011¢12)

Gordon Duff (Chair) 12 Meetings with stakeholders

Meetings of the Forest Practices Advisory Count

Audit Committee

Peter Davies (to1312/12) 3 FPP Assessment Committee
John Whitington 11

lan Whyte 10 Audit Committee

Steve Luttrell 11 FPP Assessment Committee

Investigations Committee

Meredith Roodenrys 12 Investigations Committee

Audit Committee

Graham Wilkinson 11 Day-to-day administration of the forest practices
system (seaection 3.3 below)

3.2 Forest Practices Advisory Council

The functions of the Forest Practices Advisory Council (FPAC) are to advise the Board of the FPA on
reviews of the Forest Practices Act and Barest Practices Cod@nancial matters includingelf
funding and the effectiveness of forest practices administration; operations; and research.

Members of FPAC in 20412 were:

e a person with knowledge or expertise in sustainable forest management (Chairg J
BaylyStark (reappointedOctober 2011)

e I LISNE2Y 6AOK (y26fSR3IS 2F GKS adFKdSQa NBa2dz
relation to municipal areas in which forestry is a major land use, nominated by the Local
Government Association of Tasmania: Alan Garciagpminted May 2011)

e a person wh expertise in, and operational experience of, forest harvesting or forest
contracting: Vacant (since March 2011)

e I LISNE2Y 6AOK (y26fSR3IS 2F GKS adFrdSQa NBa2dz
nominated by the Secretary of the responsible Departmentlation to theEnvironmental
Management and Pollution Control Act 19%ex Schaap (appointed March 2011)

e a person with knowledge of administration and legislation in relation to private forests,
nominated by Private Forests Tasmania: Tom Fisk (appainlgd009)

e a person with knowledge of administration and legislation in relation to multiple use forests,
nominated by the Forestry corporation: Hans Drielsma (appointed February 2006; retired
June 2011); John Hickey (appointed August 2011)

e a person withexpertise in, and experience of, forest issues in relation to harvesting and
processing, jointly nominated by the Forest Industries Association of Tasmania and the
Tasmanian Country Sawmillers Federation: Terry Edwardsgpreinted January 2010)

e a personwith expertise in, and experience of, forest issues in relation to forest conservation:

Peter Bosworth (reappointed September 2009)
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a person with expertise in, and experience of, tree growing on private land, jointly
nominated by the Tasmanian Farmers dbichziers Association and the Forest Industries
Association of Tasmania: Brett Hooper (appointed September 2010).

The CFPO attends all FPAC meetings and executive support is provided by the Forest Practices
Advisor. Four meetings were held during the yddre Chair of the Board, or a board delegate,
attends meetings by invitation. The major issues addressed by FPAC during the year included:

FPA biodiversity offset policy

review of planning tools such as swift parrot habitat guidelines; road batters hityhig

erodible soils; Aboriginal heritage assessments on road lines; fauna technical note: mature
habitat availability map no. 2; and the cultural heritage management guidelines

review of training related to forest practices in Tasmania

three-year plan condltation

coupecontext alternative to coupe dispersal rules

coordinated smoke management.

3.3 Chief Forest Practices Officer

The Chief Forest Practices Officer (CFPO) is responsible for overseeingtihea@administration
of the forest practices syste and is appointed under s. 4J of the Forest Practices Act as a person
who must have:

extensive expertise in forestry

extensive experience in forest operations

knowledge of the sustainable management of forests
management skills.

Graham Wilkinson has bedime CFPO since March 1996.

Qualifications, other relevant positions held and declaration of interest:

MSc (UTas), BSc (Forestry) (Hons) (Australian National University)
Registered Professional Forester

Fellow of the Institute of Foresters of Australia

National Chair, Registered Professional Foresters Scheme

Fellow of the Australian Institute of Company Directors
AccreditedLeadEnvironmental Auditor (RABQSA)

Member, Accreditation Review Board of the Joint Accreditation System of Australia and New
Zealand JASANZ) for the Australian Forestry Standard (20@8esent)

Member, Tasmanian RFA Implementation Group
Member, Tasmanian Vegetation Management and Policy Advisory Group

Member, Montreal Implementation Group (International Criteria and Indicators for
Sugainable Forest Management)

In addition to his duties within the Tasmanian forest practices system, Mr Wilkinson undertook the
following consultancies in 20&12:

2012

Secretariat of the Pacific Commungygonducted workshopen the implementation of the
national forest management plafor Niue forgovernment officers and stakeholders, Niue,
August 2011.
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e Forests NSW conducted an audit of environmental management in State forests, February
and April 2012.

e Secretariat of the Pacific Commungyonducted a trating course in the implementation of
the national code of forestry for officers of the Forestry Department and stakeholders in
TongaMarch 2013

¢ United Nations FAQ coordinated an international workshop on forests and carbon held in
Kota Kinabalu, Malaysi May 2012.

e United Nations FAQ conducted workshop in Port Moresby for a major project on the
implementation of the national code of harvesting practice in PNG, June 2012.

The CFPO (right) in Tonga in March 2012 traistaff of the Tonga Forestry Divisionimplementing the
national code of forestry.

3.4 Forest Practices Officers

The FPA appoints FBOnders. 3 of the Forest Practices Act. FPOs have powers and responsibilities
under the Act and, undes. 43 of the Forest Practices Act, the FPA may delegate further
responsibilities in relation to functions such as the certification of FPPs andyihg taf complaints.

FPOs are employed by forest companies, Forestry Tasmania, Private Forests Tasmania and as
independent consultants to plan, supervise and monitor forest practices and ensure that operations
comply with the Forest Practices Act.

The prerguisite qualifications for appointment as an FPO is a Statement of Attainment issued as a
result of being deemed competent under the nationally accredited FPO training course and relevant
forestry experience. More information is available in #arest Pratice Officer training resource
manualontheCt ! Qa4 .4SoaAds

A person who wishes to be appointed as an FPO must successfulbjete a training course
conducted by the FPA (section 2.4.3), which consists of a number of teaching sessions, field trips,
and practical exercises in various parts of the state, and a formal examination. The training course
covers legislation, and imghentation of theForest Practices Codeith an emphasis on harvesting,
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roading and reforestation. Specialist subjects include biodiversity, soils and water, geomorphology,
cultural heritage, fire management, compliance and visual landscape. Perio@ishefrcourses are
also compulsory.

During 201%12, four FPOs appointed under3 were subsequently delegated under43 of the

Act to perform the duties of an FPO (Planning). During 04 two officers formally resigned due to
retirement; and the boad formally revokedhe warrants ofthree officerswho are no longer
practicing as FPOs

Table 3.4.1  Forest Practices Officers appointed by the Forest Practices Authority
FPO (Planning)

I ySg OFGS3I2NE W2EKSNDR KI a o Shgntof FeReéhRardicarrentlyKnbtiorkifidorcattiGewithia NB Ft SO0

¢ I a Y| fgrastp@dciices systemdue to the downturn in the industry.

As at 30/6/11 As at 30/6/12
Industry 48 32
Independent consultants 48 28
Forestry Tasmania 44 33
Forest Practices Alority 3 2
Private Forests Tasmania 6 3
Other (currently inactive) - 16
Total FPO (Planning) 149 114

FPO (Inspecting)

As at 30/6/11 As at 30/6/12
Industry 20 10
Independent consultants 22 11
Forestry Tasmania 42 35
Forest Practices Authority 1 1
Private Forests Tasmania 0 0
Other (currently inactive) - 22
Total FPO (Inspecting) 85 79
Total (Planning and Inspecting) 234 193

Disciplinary action

FPOs are a key part of the forest practices system and the FPA expects FPOs to maintain very high
standards. The FPA has a disciplinary policy for instances of unsatisfactory performance by FPOs.
During the year there was one suspension issued to an FPO for one month as a consequence of sub
standard planning and reporting on compliance. There werefalsoal warnings issued to two

individual FPOs for certifying sgbandard FPPs.
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3.5 Forest Practices Authority staff

Table 3.5.1Staff attached to the FPA as at 30 June 201

Compliance Program
Mick Schofield BSc (Forestry) Senior Manager, Compliance
JoField BNat Env Wilderness Studies Forest Practices Advisor

Earth Sciences Program

Peter Mcintosh BSc (Hons), PhD Senior Scientist, Earth Sciences
Program
Adrian Slee BSc (Hons) Geoscientist (until August 2011)

Heritage and Landscape Program

Denise Gaghwin BA (Hons), MA Manager, Heritage and Landscape
Program
vacant Aboriginal Heritage Officer
Bruce Chetwynd BA, Grad Dips Recreation and Landscap¢ Senior Landscape Planner
Planning

Biodiversity Program

Sarah Munks BSc (Hons), PhD Manager, Biodiversity Program
(0.8 FTE until March
2012, then .8 FTE)

Anne Chuter BSc (Hons) Ecologist

Karen Richards BSc (HonsPhD Ecologist (untifpril 2012)

Tim Leaman BSc (Hons) Ecologist

Amy Koch BSc (Hons), PhD Senior Research Biologist

(0.9 FTE)

Jason Wiama BSc (Hons) Eagle Project Officer

Chris Spencer Technical Officer (until May 2012)

Business Support Program

Angus MacNeill BSc (Hons) Manager, Business Administration
Sheryl Wolfe Office Manager

Adrienne Liddell Administration Assisint

(0.9 FTE)

Daniel Livingston BSc (Hons) GIS, Database and Systems Support

Officer (until December 2011)

Consultant (partime) (from January
2012)

Christine Grove BA (Hons), MSc (Forestry) Publications Officer
(0.5 FTE)

FPA staff received relevant training thg 201%12 in order to keep their skills and health and safety
procedures and awareness tip-date.

2012 Pageb1of 139 2012/125114



Forest Practices Authority Annual Report 2§12

The FPA farewelled the following officers who have made an outstanding contribution to the forest
practices system over many yearédrian Slee (geoscieg); Denise Gaughwin (cultural heritage),

Sheryl Wolfe (administration), Bruce Chetwynd (visual landscape planning), Karen Richards (ecology)
and Chris Spencer (ecology and safety).

3.6 Forest Practices Tribunal

The Forest Practices Tribunal is an indejmm body established under s. 34 of the Forest Practices
O ¢KS ¢NAROdzyl fQa NRBfS Aa (2 O2yRdzO0 KSI NAy3a
are lodged under the Forest Practices Act by aggrieved parties. Appeals may be lodged against

deasions of the FPA with respect to the following matters:

e An applicant for a PTR may appeal against the refusal of the PTR.

e A prescribed person may appeal against the granting of a PTR.

e An applicant for an FPP may appeal against the refusal, amendmentatioraof the plan.

e A person [who is] served a notice under s. 41 of the Forest Practices Act may appeal against
the notice.

e A person who has lodged a thrgear plan may appeal if the FPA varies or refuses the three
year plan.

Members of the tribunal arappointed by the Governor of Tasmania in accordance with s. 34(2) of
the Forest Practices Act. Members in 2§12 were as follows:

e Dbarristers or legal practitioners who have practised for at least five years: KeyramdPitt
Philip Wright

e persons with asund and practical knowledge of forestry, road construction in forests, and
harvesting of timber: Marcus Higgs, Bert Witte and Donald Frankcombe

e persons with tertiary qualifications and substantial practical experience in the sciences
appropriate to land ad forest management: John Pretty

e LISNE2YA SAGK | az2dzyR {y2¢6fSR3IS 2F FyR i fSI
agriculture and forestry: John Shoobridged Neville Calvert
e LISNE2Ya 6AGK | &2dzyR 1y2¢f SR Prieicegil, ' yR G f S

conservation science: Gintaras Kantvilas, Louise Gilfedder and Ray Brereton.

The Chief Chairman of the Tribunal in 2012 was Mr Keyran Pitt QC. The Deputy Chairman was Mr
Philip Wrightfor most of 201%12. Hearings of individual appeals aenclucted by a panel of three,
comprising the Chighairman or Deputy Chairman and one member appointed by the Chairman
from each of two of the above categories, depending upon the nature of the appeal.

There wereno appealdodged or determinedaluring 201.¢12.
The contact details for the Tribunal are as follows:

Forest Practices Tribunal

C/l- GPO Box 2036

HOBART 7001

Phone: 6233 6464

Fax: 6224 0825

Email: rmpat@justice.tas.gov.au
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3.7 Public interest disclosures and right to information
requests
ThePublic Interest Disclosures Act 2@@2nmenced on 1 January 2004. The FPA has, in accordance

with the Act, prepared procedures which are available onGhe | Q &  dr thich dari i viewed
Fi GKS Ct! Qa 2FFA0Sa RANAY3I g2N]JAy3 K2dzNE P

Table 3.7.1  Public interest disclosures and right to information requests, 2Q12

There were no public interest disclosures this year. The following figures are fotorigformation
requests.

Source of requests Decision time (days)
Individuals 2 1¢30 days 5
Solicitors for clients 0 More than 30 days 0
Politicians 3 Requests with a negotiated extension s. 15(4) 0
Companies 0 Refusal reasons
Media 0 s. 25 Executive Council information 0
Other jurisdictions 0 S. 26 Cabinet information 0
Total for FPA 5 s. 27 Internal briefing information of a Minister 0
Request status s. B Information not relating to officialdsiness 0
Carried over from previous year (2Qa) 0 s. 29 Information affecting national or state 0
. . security, defence or international relations
Awaiting decision at 30 Jura®12 0
i S. 30 Law enforcement information 0
Decided 5
i s. 31 Legal professional privilege 0
Withdrawn 0
s. 32 Information related to closed meetings of 0
Transferred externally 0 Council
Outcome of requests s. 33 Public intest test 0
Decided full access 3 s. 34 Information communicated by other 0
Decided partial access 2 LB
Decidect denied access 0 s. 35 Internal deliberative information 0
s. 36 Personal information of person 1
Of these, how many were requests for persona 0
information about the applicant s. 37 Information relating to business affairs of 1
Personal fileamended 0 third party
Personal files not amended 0 s. 38 Information relating to busineaffairs of 0
public authority
Information not in possession of agency (s. 22) 0 s. 39 Information obtained in 0
Info able to be purchased or otherwise availabl 0 confidence
&g s. 40 Information on procedures and criteria use 0
Outside scope of the Act (s. 5) 0 in certain negotiations of public authority
Other (s. 8, s. 10, s. 19, 19) 0 Refusal reasons (continued) 0

s. 41 Information likely to affect State economy 0
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Decision time (days)

s. 42 Information likely to affect cultural, heritag 1

and natural resources of the State
Reviews
Internal
Upheld in full
Upheld in part
Reversed
External
Upheld in full
Upheld in part
Reversed
Fees and charges
Total charged
Waived or reduced
Collected
Waiving reasons
Routine request
Personal information
General public interest
Impecunious applicant
Member of parliament
Other

In lieu of time extension (s. 15 (4))

2012

0

0

0

5

1

0

0

1 .
The FPA has an open and transparent policy. The tgabsi

3 designed to contain information to answer most queries

0 and so reduce the number of right to information requesit
Information on the website includes the results of the

0

annual assessment of forest practices plans, such as the
assessment being carriedit in the photograph above.
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3.8 Funding

The objective of the Tasanian forest practices system is to deliver sustainable forest
management in a way that is as far as possiblefaatlling (Schedule 7, Forest Practices Act
¢ quoted in the section on the forest practices system at the beginning of this report). The
Act dso provides under s. 44 that certain functions of the FPA will be paid out of money
allocated by parliament. Full financial details for the year 2Q2lare presented in section 4
of this report (financial statements).

3.8.1 Self-funding of activities conducted by industry

The industry has seftinded the implementation of the Forest Practices Act by providing the
following services:

e the employment ofLl55Forest Practices Officers anther staff involved in the
preparation, certificationsupervisiorandreportingof FPPs

e training and education of contractors and operators.

3.8.2 Self-funding of activities conducted by the Forest Practices
Authority

The seHlfunding activities of the FPA are primarily related to the cost of the advice and
services providetty FPA staff in relation to the processing of FPP applications (see section 2
of this report). The funding for these activities of the FPA is derived from an application fee
for FPPs in accordance wi&h18 of the Forest Practices Act.

In addition to tre direct funding of the research and advisory programs, the FPA receives
income from research grants and consultancy wérkchedule of consultancy wor
undertaken by the FPA in 204112 is presented itable 3.8.1

The FPA also regulates the harvestifgreeferns under a usepays system. All treeferns
must be affixed with a tag issued by the FPA prior to removal from the harvesting area.
Revenue collected from the sale of treefern tags is used to cover the cost of regulatory
activities and to fund fuher research into the longerm sustainability of harvesting
treeferns. The schedules of fees for FPPs and treefern tagketaied in the Forest
Practices Regulations 2007 availabieoughtheCt | Qa .4 SoaA S

Table 3.8.1¢ Consultancy workundertaken by the FPA in 20312

Project Client Status FPA
Officer(s)
Review of Forests NSW regulator CEO of Forests NSW Completed Graham
processes Wilkinson
Conduct workshops on the forest Secretariat of the Completed Graham
management plan for Niue Pacific Community Wilkinson
Training in implementation of Secretariat of the Completed  Graham
National Forest Code Tonga PacificCommunity Wilkinson
Coordination of regional worksho} United Nations Food Completed  Graham
on Reduced Impact Logging in the and Agriculture Wilkinson
Emerging Carbon Economy, Sabi Organisation EAO)
, Malaysia
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Project Client Status FPA
Officer(s)
Information for IVG of Tamanian Jonathon West Completed  Biodiversity
Intergovernmental Agreement Program
Surveys for Chytrid disease in Tas Irrigation Unsuccessfu Biodiversity
frogs Program
Review of Forest Practices Code Australian Goviand Commenced Graham
PNG FAO Wilkinson,
Peter
Mclntosh,

Sarah Munks

Perfor mance aud DIER/AustGovt Unsuccessfu Mick
plantations Schofield
Characterisation of soils at a site Forestry Tasmania Active Peter Mclintosh
Southern Forests (Warra)
Wedge tail eagle aerial nest Pilkington Pastoral Completed  Jason Wiersma
searches Company & Tim Leaman
Wyniford weir heritage report Tasmanian Irrigation  Completed  Denise

Pty Ltd Gaughwin
Wedge tail eagle aerial nest Various forest Completed  Jason Wiersme
searches managers
Flindersisland Soil Stability Nick Griggs & Co Completed  Peter Mclntosh
Assessment
WedgeTailed eaglé nest #130 Gunns Ltd Completed  Jason Wiersma
survey
Wedge tail eagle aerial nest Mancala Mining Pty Completed  Jason Wiersmg
searches Ltd
Wedge tail eagle aalinest Southern Water Completed  Jason Wiersma

searche$ Egg Island

Masked Owl mapping and listing DPIPWE (Threatened Completed Daniel

Species Section) Livingston
Wedge tail eagle aerial nest searc Bluedone Mines Completed  Jason Wiersmg
i Bluestone Mines Tasmania Join Tasmania Joint
Venture Pty Ltd Venture Pty Ltd
Training in aerial observation of  North Barker Accepted Jason Wiersme
WTE nests
Maydena Sands Investigation SEMF Tendered Peter Mclntosh

'¢KS Cct! Qa O2yadzZ (Ay Jystatenmedt thdt ensuig e ady/wWdiR is ondertaken laifull domercial
rates, does not present a conflict ofjnterest ar]d fioes not impair the capacity of the FPA to deliver its core servidiyThe
isavailableonth€t ! Qa .gS06aAuS

In accordance with s. 4E(1)(a) of the Forest Practices Act, the FPA reports that the forest
practices system satisfied the principle of séifnding in 201%12. This hadeen achieved
through a significant reduction in expenditure, which has been necessitated by the
substantially lower income from fees due to the continuing downturn in forestry activity
within Tasmania. The FPA is confident that it can continue to provghly professional

and effective services despite the reduction in its operational funding.
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3.8.3 Funding of the Forest Practices Authority from parliament

Section 44 of the Forest Practices Act provides that the costs and expenses incurred for the
following activities are to be paid out of monies provided by parliament:

e annual assessment of the forest practices system and FPPs

e preparation of the annual report to parhaent under s. 4X

e detection and investigation of breaches of the Forest Practices Act

e laying of complaints and prosecuting offences

¢ payment of compensation for the refusal of PTRs

e remuneration of the Chief Forest Practices Officer

¢ administrative support for the Chief Forest Practices Officer

e SESNDAAS 2F (KS Ct! Q& LR6SNA |yR FdzyOlAz2yad
The incependent regulatory functions of the FPA were funded by the income received
under s. 44 of the Forest Practices Act in 2Q12.
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4 Financial statements for the year ended
30 June 2012

The following statement is a copy of that received from the officnefAuditor General.

Financial Statements

For the year ended 30 June 2012

F PA

FOREST PRACTICES AUTHORITY
TASMANIA AUSTRALIA

m»

o=
r
e’
Tasmania
Explome bne payivdibies
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Forest Practices Authority
Statement of Comprehensive Income for the year ended
30 June 2012 -

2012 2011
fo— Notes §'000 $'000
Continuing operations
Revenue and other Income from transactions
Approprishon révemnue - recurrent 1.5¢a) 1350 1.7
Industry Contributions and Grants 1.5¢b) 14 114
Other Grants 1.5(b) 0 250
Sales of goods and sarvicas 1.5(c), 31 535 are
Fees and fines 1.5(d) 17 36
Inferast 1.5{e) a7 w7
Other revenue 1.8(0 10 s
Total revenue and other income from transactions 2,103 270
Exp from ati
Employee bonafits 1.6(a), 4.1(a) 1,563 1,684
Superannuation 16{a), 4.1(b) 186 198
Depraciation and amodtisabion 16(b). 4.2 14 20
Grants and subsidies 1.6{c) 4
Supplies and ol

Consultants 53 179
Property Senvices 34 k)
Commmunications 15 24
Information Technology 59 49
Travel and Transport 53 a7
Operating Leags Casts 208 226
Olher Supplies and Consumables 43 107 as54
Other expenses 16(d), 4.4 118 152
Total axpenses from transactions 2,388 2,998
Net result from transactions (net operating balance) (293) {285)
Comprohensive result {293) {285)

This Statement of Comprehensive Income shoukd be read in conjunction with the accompanying notes.
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Forest Practices Authority

Statement of Financial Position as at 30 June 2012

Finnoid assels
Cash and deposils
Receivables

Other financip! assets
Nor-financis! assets
Prant and equipmant
Intangibles

Other sssets

Total assets

Liabliities
Payables
Employee benefits
Total liabllities

Neot assots (llabilitles)
Equity

Accumulated funds
Total equity

2012 2011

Notes $000 5'000
1.8(a), 8.1 210 1,205
1.8(8), 5.1 81 27
1.8(c). 5.2 25 4%
18(d), 5.3 18 20
1.6(e), 5.4 12 21
65 . a
1,024 1,324
1,9(a), 6.1 14 3
1.9{b), 6.2 420 403
434 a4
590 883
580 833
590 883

This Statement of Financial Position should be read in conjunction with the accompanying notes.
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