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About this republication 

This republication of the Manual for Forest Visual Landscape Management, 1990 closely follows the 

originals however with minor changes in text and formatting where appropriate for improved 

comprehension. PDF versions of just 5 of the original 7 chapters have been prepared.  

The 1990 publication consolidated the established theme for forest visual landscape management in 

Tasmania. This was at a time of change and expansion of sophistication within the forest industry 

which was chiefly centered on harvesting and regeneration of native forest. Indeed the Manual was 

developed for use with native forest on public lands with some only brief comments on exotic pine 

forests and their place in the landscape. 

Today we can judge the effects of the application of visual landscape management principles and 

practices over the ensuing years on native forests around the state. Also today, the effects can be seen 

of the past 5 years of ongoing diversification of the industry, especially in the expansion of large 

scale hardwood plantation establishment on both public and private lands. 

Chapter 2 defines the Visual Management System which continues to provide a useful method for 

codifying scenery to indicate its viewing prominence, sensitivity and respective planning priority for 

visual management. This is even more pertinent today due to the expansion of forestry operations, 

especially plantations, in the more visually open rural scenery where viewing by a higher proportion 

of the community is assured. 

Future revision 

The Manual is to be refined to include further ideas and evolution of existing theory and practices in 

forest visual landscape management. Additional chapters are to be prepared to consolidate and 

expand the range of capabilities from strategic planning through to aspects of visual design. In 

particular this is to include: visual design theory, visual character objectives for strategic planning of 

plantation forestry; planning principles for native forest skyline management; and visual analysis 

procedure for individual operational areas. (For the latter two aspects, see Landscape Technical Notes 

under Advisory Links on the FPA Web page).  


Contents pages below are copied directly from the original Manual from 1990 and refer to the now
obsolete Chapters 3 and 5 which have not been revised and are only available as hardcopy.
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